Sharon says he was offered 
Israel’s defence ministry 

'• TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli Foreign Minister Ariel 
{ * Sfearofl said oji Sunday that he was asked by Prime 
' J \ ^nister Benyamin Netanyahu to replace" ousted 

S -*? pgfehee minister Yitzhak Mordechai but refused “He 
| @emd n* * e P° st and I refused. I told him that 1 am 
H au ite content where I am,” Sharon said in a live inter- 


listen, 


^ -AP, ’ 


(di^. SfNi 

« bs 

eix *flfc. 


1 atute camera wnere i am, bharon said in a live imer- 
3 ^Hew with public television. On Saturday Netanyahu 
* fired Mordechai, finalising the rupture between the 
two rivals ahead of May elections. Netanyahu imme- 
diately said he had asked former defence minister 
Moshe Arens, an elder statesman who had been lead- 
ing an internal revolt against the prime minister inside 
the governing Likud party, to return to the post. 
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Gunmen kill 30 
people in eastern 
Angola ambush 

LUANDA (AP) — Gun- 
men killed 30 people, 
including police officers, 
and wounded several others 
in an ambush on two vehi- 
cles in northeastern Angola, 
according to news repons 
Sunday- The attack 
occurred Saturday on the 
road from Saurimo to 
Luena, about 800 kilome- 
tres east of the capital Luan- 
da, the private Radio Ecle- 
sia reported The radio said 
that survivors blamed the 
- attack on the UNITA rebel 
group, which has been bat- 
tling the government's army 
since a two-decade civil war 
resumed last month after 
four years of frail peace. 


Clinton lacks respect for 
presidency, Bush says 

RENO l APt — Former President George Bush thinks 
Bill Clinton lacks respect for the presidency, but 
believes the country will bounce back after Clinton’s 
impeachment trial ends. "I have tried to stay out of all 
the Washington mess.” Bush said Saturday at the end 
ot a keynote address to the Safari Club International’s 
27th annual hunters’ convention. "But I must confess 
1 have been deeply concerned by what appear* to be a 
lack of respect lor the office l was so very' proud to 
hold.’ - Speaking to an audience of international big- 
game hunters and conservationists. Bush was confi- 
dent any national embarrassment caused by Clinton's 
sex scandal would be short-lived. 
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18 dead, 40 injured 
• « PhseLja^ In Austria crash 

\Act..ir ai the ^ 

GRAZ (AFP) - Eighteen 
people were killed and 40 
v.^abriiTjifcmg other injured, 25 seriously, 
■^beKcannoqft when a bus carrying Hun- 
^ garian tourists crashed near 
>. uiTicnb to m erajfe Deutschlandsberg, in south- 
:ntre 10 Beiim-Branfc. ^ Austria, police said. 
IJa J. P'-Hwlitoft jfe bus skidded off the 
• a coon (syihjiw: .^ad for unknown reasons 
rt >rc ’•''djnsinjc -amd plunged several metres 
a v? ■_enn? on Sc onto a field. 

: renchman shud Colombia death 


!.054 oysters squad chief offers 

n one hour truce to rebels 

;iO\ . i.FP* — t z BOGOTA (R) — The 
: -jnjs tot- tea ora leader of Colombia’s raosi- 
s ■■•d . t-.f Jeared ultra-right -death- 
■jL r pry inc -'squad said in an interview 
;• jv:h5t. ofiWaahas: published on Sunday that he 
j or- would call a truce if his 

-•err'-jiil fnfr-^;Manust guerrilla enemies 
.ev'dfcfllrisa^’Mpped kidnapping civil- 
.,or)j re^'T-i eat? * ians. But Carlos Castano, 
.-.•rani* e-ton? in*?, bead of an outlawed para- 
H.c iKiJ^fw^lniilitary alliance known as 
.. . a , dJ -efli - 1 the United Self-Defence 
7o ^.„- 1 Forces of Colombia (AUC), 
n.ur Tt & said he would not lay down 
^ weapons until the rebels 
*.V long-running 

P L , . w 'J war to topple the state. ‘The 

c- .V. Vi j it'pr-'h- self-defence forces do not 

' to create an obstacle 

'■ 7.' peace process. We 

would be ready to declare a 
Carman child ceasefire,” Castano said in 
remarks in this week's edi- 
takBS trud® tiem of the Cambio polirical 
^ magazine. 


r orman child ceasefire," Castano said in 
remarks in this week's edi- 
taK6S trud® tiem of the Cambio polirical 

for joyride 

RT(Rr Woman immolates 
iH Moscow 

,.r nsfi 1 *-. 

MOSCOW (AP) — An 
• cj^ l ^ n ' V |f. identified woman poured 
~ Ear-I^ J • a flammable liquid over 
\ r: and set herself on 

^ j-firc Sunday evening near 

V.r-i J.1 Moscow University. She 
tfied as police arrived, the 
^ j.inierfax news agency 
~ 'tji.- rE ? >orte d. Passers by had 

: "T- .liw- ^ to put out the flames. 
' ^ sir 1,1 ,f hw failed to save the 

”■ v' ,. N ; jid ^-Wwnan, Interfax said. No 
r ■' ''' U u 'fflofrre fra: the suicide has 

■;;^ i .« established. 

Dutch 

■ v^ : :;i^®uihoiittes agree 
• ivtr . » deportations 

BRUSSELS (AFP) — Bel- 

! and the Netherlands 


Iraqi FM storms out of ministerial meeting 

Sahhaf slams Arab states 
for ‘plotting’ against Iraq 


Lower House congratulates 
King on his recovery, return 


CAIRO fAFPj — Iraqi For- 
eign Minister Mohammad 
Said Al Sahhaf on Sunday 
accused .Arab countries of 
plotting against Iraq after he 
stormed out of an Arab meet- 
ing here that failed to meet 
Baghdad’s call for a unilateral 
lifting of U.N. sanctions. 

"The document is a plot 
aimed ar covering up new U5. 
and British attacks on Iraq.” 
Sahhaf said of a final state- 
ment which Arab foreign min- 
isters adopted at the meeting 
called to discuss the Iraq cri- 
sis. 

The meeting was still con- 
tinuing amid efforts by some 
members to find a compro- 
mise, delegates told AFP, but 
the Iraqi foreign minister was 
scathing in his criticism of his 
Arab counterparts after his 
angry walkout. 

“The Hurgbada group. 
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia con- 
spired to draw up a commu- 
nique which instead of con- 
demning the aggression on 
Iraq placed the responsibility 
on Iraq,” Sahhaf told reporters. 

The foreign ministers of 
Egypt. Yemen, Oman, Syria 
and Saudi Arabia met twice 
this month in the Egyptian 
Red Sea resort of Hmghada to 
map out Sunday's meeting. 

“They arc expressing their 
concern for the use of force 
and are setting up a follow-up 
committee to see about the 
lifting of the sanctions and yet 
Iraq is not a member of this 
committee. Instead they have 
chosen hostile countries like 
Saudi Arabia,” Sahhaf com- 
plained. 

He said the “useless and 
very negative" statement was 
adopted because of U.S. pres- 
sure cm several Arab countries. 

Sahhaf aide Nabil Najm told 



AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Lower House of Parliament 
Sunday congratulated His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
his recovery and sale return 
home and thanked God for 
blessing the King with His 
care. 

Addressing his col- 
leagues. House Speaker 
Abdul Hadi Majali hailed 
the return of the King as a 
historic moment lor the 
Kingdom and the Jordanian 
people. 

“On your behalf, 1 con- 
graiulate the King on his 
recovery and safe return 
home and I also express 
gratitude and appreciation 
of the kings, heads of state, 
leaders of Arab countries 
and officials who have 
expressed their heartfelt 
congratulations to the King, 
wishing him a speedy 
recovery from his illness, 
particularly Saudi .Arabia. 


Morocco. Oman. Egypt, 
Yemen. Libya. Algeria. 
Palestine. Syria, Tunisia. 
Qatar, the UAE, Kuwait. 
Bahrain, Sudan and 
Lebanon." said Majali at 
(he outset of a regular Par- 
liament session. 

Majali also thanked 
friendly nations whose 
leaders expressed their soli- 
darity with Jordan and sent 
good wishes to the King 
during his treatment in the 
L’.S. for cancer. 

Majali said Parliament 
voiced its special gratitude 
to U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton who. he said, stood by 
the King during his stay in 
the U.S. and who made 
available the best medical 
treatment and specialists to 
help the King overcome his 
illness. 

Majali also expressed the 
House’s appreciation of the 
team of doctors at the Mayo 


Clinic and also to all people 
around the world who have 
wished the King a speedy 
recovery. 

Majali implored God to 
bless the King with contin- 
ued good health so that he 
may continue to lead Jorda- 
nians toward* further 
progres* and prosperity. 

Addressing the House. 
Prime Minister Fayez 
Tar aw neh sjid the Cabinet 
shares with the parliamen- 
tarians their true feelings of 
affection and loyalty to the 
King, w ishing him contin- 
ued good health. 

The prime minister said 
the people's true feelings 
and love lor the King were 
expressed in their enthusi- 
astic welcome of their 
leader upon his return to 
Amman by turning out in 
great numbers, braving the 
rain and inclement weather 
to express their joy. 


Security personnel keep the press away us Iraqi Foreign Minister Mohammad Said Ai Sah- 
haf storms out of an Arab foreign ministers meeting in Cairo on Sunday (AFP photo) 


reporters (he statement was “a 
covex up for maintaining for- 
ever the U.N. embargo." 

This statement is r a mock- 
ery,” Najm, an undersecretary 
at the Iraqi foreign ministry', 
told reporters at the Nile-front 
headquarters of the 22-mem- 
ber Arab League. 

Baghdad wanted Arab for- 
eign ministers to defy the crip- 
pling sanctions which the 
U.N. Security Council 
slapped on Iraq after its 1990 
invasion of Kuu'aiL 
It also wanted a strong and 
united Arab condemnation of 
last month’s U.S. and British 
air strikes on Iraq. 

But in their final statement 
the foreign ministers did not 
call for an immediate lifting of 
the sanctions and did not con- 


demn outright the U.S.-British 
strikes. 

Instead they voiced their 
“deep concern and preoccupa- 
tion over the use of military' 
force against Iraq” and under- 
lined Ahe need to multiply 
international efforts directed at 
lifting the embargo as soon as 
possible." 

They ftinher angered Bagh- 
dad by demanding an Iraqi 
apology for its invasion of 
Kuwait and by demanding 
that Iraq “immediaidy stop 
provoking its neighbours." 
linking this to future eftoas 
aimed at lifting the embargo. 

The statement urged Iraq “to 
take the necessary steps to 
prove its peaceful intentions 
towards Kuwait and other 
neighbours by admitting that 


the Kuwaiti invasion was an 
error.” 

Kuwait and Saudi Arabia 
were adamant that Iraq should 
apologise for the invasion. 

The Arab foreign ministers 
also called for a "diplomatic 
solution to implement all the 
resolutions of the Security 
Council concerning Iraq" and 
urged Baghdad “to cooperate 
with the Security Council in 
implementing these resolu- 
tions." 

They set up a committee to 
follow up on efforts to lift the 
U.N. sanctions made up of 
Libya. Saudi Arabia, Syria, 
the United Arab Emirates and 
EgypL as well as one other 
North African country 1 and the 
Arab member of the U.N. 
Security Council. 


Mordechai to join new party 

Netanyahu says former defence minister a ‘loser’ 


Iraq boosting southern defences, governor says 

U.S. planes bomb Iraqi missile sites in north 


Agencies 

IRAQ IS boosting its air 
defences in the south, but is 
not threatening Kuwait, the 
governor of the southern city 
of Basra said. 

“We are prepared for all 
eventualities" Ahmad 

Ibrahim Hamm ash (old 
reporters late on Saturday 
when asked about reports 
that Iraq was sending extra 
military hardware to the area. 

“The reinforcements are 
there. They are air defence 

reinforcements.” he said, 
adding that Iraq would con- 
tinue to challenge planes 
patrolling the Western- 
imposed no-fly zone. 

“Everything we can rein- 
force, we are reinforcing. 


More than that 1 cannot say,” 
he said. 

An Iraqi opposition group 
said on Friday that Iraq has 
been building up its armed 
forces, including missile sys- 
tems, in the south since mid- 
December. The remarks fol- 
lowed a report that military 
convoys, including tanks, 
were seen heading south. 

“Certainly, these moves are 
exceptional,” rather than rou- 
tine. the governor said. But 
he added that they represent- 
ed a normal response for a 
country facing a threat. 

Asked about the no-fly 
zones, the governor said: 
“We will challenge this 
aggression, and will continue 
to challenge it. We will not 
accept a mandate of anyone 


upon us.” he said. 

On Sunday. U.S. fighter 
planes bombed two Iraqi sur- 
fuce-to-air missile systems in 
northern Iraq, according to a 
statement released by the 
U.S. military at Incirlik air 
base in Turkey. 

An F-I5E “Strike Eagle” 
fighter plane likely .scored a 
"direct hit” on the Iraqi sur- 
face-to-air missile site 
■‘which posed a threat to 
coalition forces in the 
region.” the statement said. 

In a second incident. U.S. 
EA-6B and F-J6CJ aircraft 
fired anti-radar missiles at 
another Iraqi missile site near 
Mosul in northern Iraq, the 
staiemeni said. 

According to the Northern 
Watch statement, the fighter 


planes acted in self-defence 
after being “targeted by Iraqi 
radars used to guide anti-air- 
craft artillery." 

The U.S. planes “fired sev- 
eral high-speed ami-radia- 
tion missiles,” known as 
HARM missiles, said Penta- 
gon spokesman Mike 
Milord. 

Another F-16 also fired an 
ami -radar missile at an Iraqi 
surface-to-air missile system 
in the region. Nonhem 
Watch said. 

"Damage to Iraqi forces is 
currently being assessed." if 
added. ‘There was no dam- 
age to coalition aircraft, and 
all aircraft landed safely” at 
Incirlik. 

(Continued on page 7) 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Outgoing Israeli Defence 
Minister Yitzhak 

Mordechai announced on 
Sunday he w-as leaving 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu's right-wing 
Likud to join a centrist 
parry to challenge the 
Israeli leader in a May 
election. 

Asked if he had not wait- 
ed too long to leave Likud, 
Mordechai told Israel's 
Channel Two: “I am exact- 
ly at the right lime going 
on a new path with won- 
derful people ” 

Mordechai said ex-army 
chief Amnon Lipkin-Sha- 
hak and former Likud 
members Roni Milo and 
Dan Men dor were also 
joining the new party. 

Mordechai's announce- 
ment came 24- hours after 
Netanyahu fired him for 
consorting with his politi- 
cal opponents. 

Earlier on Sunday, 
Netanyahu and Mordechai 
exchanged harsh criticism, 
accusing each other of 
deceit as the forthcoming 
election battle took shape. 

Mordechai has yet to say 
whether he will lead the 
new party. 

In his final cabinet meet- 
ing as defence chief, 
Mordechai. 54. donned a 
skullcap and read a verse 
from the Book of Psalms 
implying Netanyahu was a 
Jiar and an enemy of 
peace. 

"Deliver my soul, O 
Lord, from lying lips and a 
deceitful tongue.” 

Mordechai said, citing 
Psalm 120. 


"My soul hath long dwelt 
with him that hateih peace. 
I am for peace: but when I 
speak, they are for war,” he 
said. 

Mordechai, a relative 
dove, has- -■ criticised 
Netanyahu’s suspension of 
the land- for-security peace 
accord they negotiated 
with the Palestinians last 
October and had for weeks 
been weighing his political 
future in their ruling Likud 
Party. 

Netanyahu on Saturday 
night fired Mordechai, 
who tops the polls as the 
most popular cabinet min- 
ister, and accused him of 
plotting to oust the Likud- 
led government in elec- 
tions next May as a leader 
in the new centrist party. 

“He organised a conspir- 
acy to topple the govern- 
ment in which he was serv- 
ing,” Netanyahu. 49, told 
Israel Radio on Sunday. 

He said he had offered 
the defence ministry' job to 
former Defence Chief 
Moshe Arens, who said he 
would answer the offer 
only after internal Likud 
elections on Monday, 
which he is expected to 
lose to Neianyahu. 

Mordechai, born in Iraqi 
Kurdistan, would be the 
first candidate for prime 
minister representing 
Israel’s Sephardic Jewish 
majority with roots in 
Middle Eastern or North 
African countries. 

“Yitzhak Mordechai is a 
man who can lead not only 
the centrist party, but also 
the state of Israel,” Milo 
told reporters outside 


Mordechai’s home on Sat- 
urday after the sacking. 

A poll published in the 
Yediorh Ahronoth newspa- 
per on Sunday found that a 
Mordechai-led centrist 
party could capture nearly 
a third of the voters who 
cast ballots for Netanvahu 
in 1996. 

Netanyahu scoffed at the 
political danger posed by 
Mordechai. “He’s not an 
electoral asset." he told the 
radio. “He's an opportunis- 
tic asset.” 

Later on Sunday. 
Mordechai held a further 
round of talks with the 
centrist party founders in 
Tel Aviv, reportedly to try 
to hammer out a party plat- 
form and find ways of 
deciding its leadership. 

Lashing out at the 
emerging centrist party, 
Netanyahu said: “These 
four gentlemen have only 
one thing in 

common... They all want to 
be number one. Eveiyonc 
of them is a loser.” 

Mordechai made an early 
departure from his final 
cabinet meeting to pray at 
the Western Wall. 
Judaism's sacred shrine in 
Jerusalem's walled Old 
City. 

In a final biblical swipe 
at Netanyahu, he suggest- 
ed the Israeli leader read 
chapter 15 of the Book of 
Samuel. 

“And Samuel said unto 
Saul, 1 will not return with 
thee for thou hast rejected 
the work of the Lord and 
the Lord has rejected thee 
from being king over 
Israel.” reads verse 26. 


Politicians, activists reiterate call for reforms to strengthen democracy 


& • (“jium applicants home in 
.pi- TWporare jets, the Belgian 

.-,\5 !■« min: • - I 


i \... w will finalise tne 

j ■' Z\-,- of the joint immigra- 

! plan by late February, 

j ''' • 4 \^'r er '°r Minister Luc Van 
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By Francesca Ciriad 

AMMAN — Deputies and political 
activists on Sunday reiterated their 
call for political reforms, saying they 
hoped that anv change in the line of 
succession to the Throne would be 
coupled with reforms that would 
enhance the country’s infant democ- 
racy. 

TTiey said they hoped that a “com- 
prehensiw review” promised by Ffc 
Majesty King Hussein in a televised 
address to the nation from London 
prior to his return borne on Tuesday 
Jvould include the introduenon of 
more liberal laws - espet^y 
tfiose dealing with press freedoms 
and parliamentary elections. t 

King Hussein, the regions 
longest-serving ruler, has yet io speU 
our the changes he inlands to intro- 
riuce to consolidate Jordan s stabiU- 
ty and strengthen democratic 
reforms he initiated in 1989. 

But mounting speculation in the 


capital's elite circles over the past 
few days has only focused on the 
issue of succession. 

“It is the King’s constitutional pre- 
rogative and right to choose his 
crown prince." a senior official told 
the Jordan Times. 

"And no one is questioning that." 

Officials yesterday also brushed 
aside some concerns raised al home 
and abroad about the foreign poli- 
cies of the Kingdom, a crucial and 
patient partner in the Middle East 
peace process and a key Western 
ally. 

A feeling of anticipation gripping 
the nation as it awaits the King’s 
announcement of his “thoughts and 
ideas’* for the country’s future did 
not affect bonks and the Amman 
Financial Market — often a barom- 
eter of popular sentiments. 

‘The Kingdom will always forge 
ahead with the policies of peace and 
moderation that the King has pur- 
sued for decades and that have 


always been clear to everybody," 
said a senior official. 

In addition to revising the succes- 
sion, politicians said the King has 
difficult decisions to take on water, 
poverty, unemployment, corruption, 
administrative rctbrm and the coun- 
try's economic downturn. 

While the deadlocked Israeli- 
Prdestinian peace process is casting 
a heavy shadow over the region, 
lawmakers and politicians insisted 
on the urgency of introducing new 
election and press laws and the need 
for a review' of die 1 952 Constitution 
to enhance the role of Parliament, 
further protect human rights, and 
“modernise" the political system. 

‘Tire appointment of a new crown 
prince and democratic reforms are 
two separate issues." said Abdul 
Latif Arabiyai, secretary general of 
Jordan’s strongest parry, the Islamic 
Action Front' “It is up to His 
Majesty King Hussein to introduce 
reforms anv lime 1v decides, regard- 


less of who his heir is.” he added. 

Leftist Deputy- Nazih Ammarin 
tKamki said altering the line of suc- 
cession was “not the change” that 
politicians were seeking. 

"We want changes in the press 
law 1 , new electoral regulations, and a 
comprehensive review of the coun- 
try's economic path,” he told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

The government and the Islamist- 
led opposition have been at logger- 
heads since the introduction of die 
election law in ! 993 that brought the 
one^person, one-vote system to 
unequally divided constituencies. 

Further amendments in 1997 to an 
already restrictive press law and an 
historic decision to boycott the 
November 1997 elections by the 
powerful Muslim Brotherhood, 
joined by nine opposition parties 
and the SO.OOO-strong Union of Pro- 
fessional Associations, as well as a 
list of more than 80 prominent 
politicians, added further fuel to the 


Despite orders from the King to 
carry out a national dialogue with all 
sectors of society, the fire-month- 
old government of Fayez Tarawneh 
and the opposition have so tar failed 
to make much headway, according 
to analysis and observers. 

Several politicians and writers 
have seriously doubted that the 
much-talked about dialogue could 
ever lead to national reconciliation 
unless the government showed real 
intention to amend the elections and 
press laws — key pillars in a democ- 
racy. 

The contention among politicians 
is that the government would not 
venture into amending those two 
laws unless it got the go ahead from 
the King. 

Some also said several reforms 
were needed to guarantee the sepa- 
ration and integrity of the three 
branches of power. 

A former minister. J:miaJ Shaer. a 


veteran Ba’aihist who has written 
extensive articles on the Constitu- 
tion, told the Jordan Times in a 
recent interview that the country's 
national statute needed “first to be 
respected, and second to be amend- 
ed, if we want to arrest the degrada- 
tion of air political system.” 

Reformists of all shades have long 
said they would like io see a more 
independent judiciary, an extension 
to the four-month term for ordinary 
parliamentary sessions, and the 
abrogation of certain laws that limit 
citizens' constitutional rights. 

“Have we forgotten all about the 
National Charter?’ asked a former 
minister. Drafted in 1992 to push the 
country into a new era of liberalisa- 
tion and political and social reconcil- 
iation after more than three decades 
of martial law, the National Charter 
called, among other things, for the 
establishment of a Constitutional 
Court which has yet to become a 
reality. 
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Iraq ready to say sorry, but says 
Arabs should also apologise 


BAGHDAD (API — Iraq 
sees no shame in apologising 
for its mistakes, provided 
other Arab countries do the 
same, the deputy prime min- 
ister said in unusually concil- 
iatory comments published 
Sunday. 

Iraq 's demand for an apolo- 
gy from other countries 
appears directed against 
Kuwait, which Baghdad has 
historically accused of steal- 
ing its oil. The accusation 
helped lead to Iraq’s 1990 
invasion of Kuwait and the 
1991 Gulf War in which 
U.S.-led allies evicted Iraqi 
troops. 

“If we want to open a new 
page, and Iraq is required to 
apologise for an incident, it 
will come within a collective 
apology that is just. We are 
ready for that,” Deputy Prime 
Minister Tareq Azlz was 
quoted as saying by Iraq’s 
most influential newspaper. 
Babel 


The comments are a sur- 
prising reversal in Iraq's 
hardline attitude against 
some Arab countries — 
chiefly Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait — for supporting the 
mid-December airstrikes on 
the country by the United 
States and Britain. 

The timing of Aziz’s com- 
ments are significant: they 
were published the day the 
22-member Arab League 
began a meeting in Cairo to 
discuss Iraq's demand to con- 
demn the U.S.-British 
airstrikes and call for Arab 
defiance of U.N. trade sanc- 
tions against Iraq. 

In recent weeks. President 
Saddam Hussein had called 
on Arabs to overthrow their 
pro-American governments. 
Even Aziz, in lengthy news- 
paper commentaries, hurled 
insults at Arab leaders. 

But Aziz, in his conciliato- 
ry remarks, invoked Arab 
solidarity and justified the 


need for apologising by say- 
ing “after all in the end, we 
are all sons of one tribe and 
mistakes could happen 
between us." 

Babel picked up Aziz’s 
comments from an interview 
he gave to Beirut’s A1 Nahar 
newspaper, ft didn't say 
when Aziz spoke with Al 
Nahar. 

“I don’t say Iraq didn't 
make mistakes against this or 
that, but everybody has com- 
mitted mistakes '' Aziz said 

“If we all apologised to 
each other for all the mis- 
takes we have committed 
then we will be ready... 
because apologizing is not a 
shame between brothers,” he 
added 

Iraq had repeatedly sought 
to justify the Kuwait inva- 
sion, which led to die imposi- 
tion of UJV. trade sanctions. 

Under the Gulf War cease- 
fire conditions, the sanctions 
cannot be lifted until Iraq is 


certified by a U.N. arms 
commission as free of 
weapons of mass destruction. 

The United States and 
Britain, which are opposed to 
lifting of the sanctions, had 
bombarded Iraq to punish it 
after U.N. arms inspectors 
said Baghdad was blocking 
their work. 

Egypt's President Hosni 
Mubarak has blamed Sad- 
dam for his country’s woes 
and few Arab governments 
appear ready to break the 
sanctions. Still Iraq is bank- 
ing on the massive public 
sympathy among Arab peo- 
ple. 

In the streets of Baghdad 
there is high hope that the 
Arab League meeting will 
turn the tide in Iraq's favour. 

“We ask some of the Arab 
leaders to face America, 
which wants to colonise- the 
Arab countries.” said Saad A1 
Hilli, a shopper. 



PLAYING WITH SNOW: A Lebanese family decorates Sunday a snowman on their car during an outing in the 
Lebanese mountain area of Dahr A1 Baydar; east of Beirut A snowstorm has hit Lebanon in the past few days cov- 
ering a wide range of the Mediterranean country with a white blanket (AFP photo) 


No return to situation 
before air strikes 

to the past,” Aziz said. 


Sudan says Britain blocks better ties with Europe 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — 
There can be no return to 
the situation regarding 
U.N. arms inspections 
which prevailed before 
last month's U.S. and 
British air strikes on Iraq, 
Baghdad's Deputy Prime 
Minister Tareq Aziz said 
Saturday. - 

But, speaking to a visit- 
ing Spanish delegation 
accompanied by journal- 
ists, he added that Iraq 
was speaking to France 
about Paris’s ideas for 
emerging from the current 
deadlock. 

"There will be"nb return 


ALGIERS (R) — Divisions 
emerged in Algeria's main 
governing party on Sunday 
when its leaders openly dif- 
fered on selecting a candidate 
for the forthcoming presiden- 
tial election 

National Democratic Rally 
(RND) Chief Tahar Ben- 
baibeche said in a statement 
that he would summon repre- 
sentatives to a congress to 
select a candidate from within 
the party- to succeed current 
President Liamine Zeroual. 

The congress would take 
place on Feb. 4. he said. 

But top party officials 
rebelled against Benbaibeche, 
calling a meeting of foe party’s 
policy-making National Coun- 
cil on Tuesday to endorse for- 
mer Fc^gn Minister Abdulaz- 
iz Bouteflika as a candidate for 
the April election. 


reiterating Baghdad's 
refusal to allow the return 
of the arms inspectors of 
the United Nations Spe- 
cial Commission 

(UNSCOM). 

Iraq accuses the inspec- 
tors of spying for the Unit- 
ed States and Israel and of 
submitting a deliberately 
negative report on Bagh- 
dad's cooperation to the 
U.N., paving the way for 
the air strikes. 

Accepting their return 
would mean that Iraq had 
given in to aggression. 
'Aziz said. rl ’ 


Bouteflika, who is not a 
member of the RND. is widely 
seen as an army-backed candi- 
date. 

Benbaibeche declared foe 
move by the party rebels as 
QlegaL 

'The party rules state dearly 
that significant issues must be 
decided on by a party con- 
gress,” be said 
Benbaibeche’s opponents, 
who include ministers and par- 
liamentarians, said that he had 
lost foe support of roost erf foe 
party's top leadership and his 
decisions were '‘null and void" 
RND senior officials who 
oppose foe party chief and 
back Bouteflika ’s candidacy 
say they number more than 
1 60, cm - more than two-thirds of 
the National Council. They say 
this entitles them under party 
rules to hold a council meeting 


— Iraq 

He added that the gov- 
ernment was prepared to 
cooperate with France “on 
the basis of justice.” but 
said the French plan was 
not likely to become a 
reality because Britain and 
the United States were 
opposed to it. 

Paris proposed on Jan. 
13 that the commission 
monitoring Iraq's disar- 
mament be revamped, that 
the embargo on its oil 
exports be lifted, and that 
new surveillance measures 
be introduced to prevent 
die rebuilding of weapons 


to endorse Bouteflika whom 
they consider foe “candidate of 
national consensus." 

They are considering 
whether to replace Beo- 
baibeche at Tuesday's meeting. 

Benbaibeche said early this 
month that army generals were 
pressuring his party's members 
to back Bouteflika. Among 
Benbaibeche’s supporters in 
foe party is Mohammad Bet- 
chine, a former top aide to Zer~ 
oual and ex-mffitary intalli- 
gence chief. 

The RND has 156 seats in 
the 380-member parliament 
and its members control most 
government ministries, fts 
junior partners are the former 
ruling National liberation 
Front (RJN) and foe Islamist- 
based Movement for a Peace- 
ful Society (MPS). 

Former Foreign Minister 


KHARTOUM (Rj — Sudan 
accused B ritain of obstructing 
better relations with the Euro- 
pean Union as ministers from 
two EU member states began 
visits to see at first hand fife 
imp act of Sudan's long-run- 
ning civil wat 

“Britain has tended to adopt 
extreme attitudes against 
Sudan,” Foreign Minister 
Mustafa Osman Ismail said on 
Saturday in remarks reported 
by foe Sudanese news agency 
SUNA. 

Ismail was referring to 
British Prime Minis ter Tony 
Blair’s statements of support 
for a US. missOe attack on foe 
Shifa pharmaceuticals factory 
on foe outskirts of Khartoum in 
August . . . 

British diplomats left Khar- 


Ahmad Taleb Ibrahimi and a 
former adviser to Zeroual 
Youssef AJ Khatib, sent a letter 
on Sunday to the president urg- 
ing him to dismiss 12 ministers 
who had announced their sup- 
port for Bouteflika. 

Ibrahimi and AlKhatih, who 
are both candidates in foe elec- 
tion, said they feared govern- 
ment bias towards Bouteflika 
as the cabinet is in charge of 
conducting foe vote. 

The government has repeat- 
edly vowed to ensure a fair 
competition between all candi- 
dates. 

Algeria has been racked by 
violence and political instabili- 
ty since eady 1992 when foe 
authorities cancelled a general 
election in which radical 
Islamists bad taken a com- 
manding lead. 


toum after a mob of Sudanese 
stoned foe embassy. 

Sudan says foe factory pro- 
duced only medicines, not 
ingredients for chemical 
weapons as alleged by Wash- 
ington. 

Norway’s Minister of 
International Cooperation and 
Human Rights Hilda Fratyxd 
Johnson flew on Sunday to 
Wau, main town in the south- 
ern Babr A1 Ghazal region, at 
foe centre of last year's famine 
aggravated by fightin g and dis- 
placement 

State Radio Omdurznan 
quoted Johnson as saying 
when she arrived in Khartoum 
with leafy’s State Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Rino Serri for a 
four-day visit on Saturday that 
Norway was concerned about 


MANAMA (R) — Saudi 
Arabia began to extend its 
Internet service to local ser- 
vice providers (ISPs) this 
month, allowing local inhab- 
itants cheap access to the 
world wide web, industry 
officials said on Sunday. 

They said the King Abdul 
Aziz City for Science and 
Technology (KACST), the 
body charged with supervis- 
ing foe net. extended foe ser- 
vice to about seven ISPs 
from Jan. 2. It is free of 
charge for one month. 

“We have extended foe 
Internet to our customers in 
Riyadh, Jeddah and 
Dammam in the past two 
weeks," ISP project manager 
at the Dammam-based Com- 


Sudan’s h um a ni tarian prob- 
lems. 

Sem said ftafy wanted to see 
an end to the war in the south. 
He was due to visit camps 
around Khartoum that house 
some of foe thousands erf 
southerners displaced by foe 
fi ghting, ftafy and Norway are 
both partners of the Intergov- 
ernmental Aufoocity on Devel- 
opment (IGADX an East 
African regional grouping that 
has been mediating in Sudan's 
civil wan Ismail said on Satur- 
day a posable extension of a 
ceasefire in Bahr A1 Ghazal 
and northern Upper Nfle state 
would be among topics to be 
discussed with the European 
delegation in Khartoum. 

John Garang, leader of foe 
'rebel Sudan RttpteVLibera- -- 


pulink Information System. 
Mohammad Ansar; told 
Reuters. 

Previously, people living in 
Saudi Arabia could only 
access the service by making 
expensive international calls 
to ISPs in neighbouring 
countries, like Bahrain. 

"Up to now only about 
seven ISPs are ready. It’s 
now in foe testing phase for 
about a month as a free ser- 
vice, but full operation will 
start from foe first week of 
February,” Ansar said. 

“Only around seven ISPS, 
out of around 20 qualified, 
have been connected. Only 
seven are active, others are 
not prepared yet to receive 
foe service,” he added. 


tion Army has declared his 
readiness to prolong foe truce, 
which expired on Jan. 15, for 
three months to help relief 
efforts. 

United Nations officials have 
been trying persuade foe 
w arring parties in southern 
Sudan to extend the cease-fire 
they say is crucial to keeping 
thousands of people alive. 

Ismail said Britain continued 
to host Sudanese ‘‘opposition 
elements” and would not let 
Sudanese officials visit Britain. 

He described Britain's stance 
as “unfair and unbalanced.** 
saying Khartoum had been 
keen to n ormalis e relations. 
Sudan was also keen to nor- 
malise ties and conduct a “seri- 
ous dialogue” with the United 


Ansar said apart from 
restrictions imposed by 
KACST on some contacts, 
everything was working fine. 
The billing system was also 
not yet frilly operational, he 
added. 

Another Riyadh-based ISP, 
the A1 Geriecy Group, said it 
had started providing the ser- 
vice to'customers in foe king- 
dom over the past two 
weeks. 

“For the past two weeks we 
were ready and we provided 
foe Internet to very selective 
individuals only because of a 
limi tation on the number of 
modems assigned to the 
company," Chief Executive 
Officer Ibrahim Al Moaiqel 
told Reuters. 


Trial of 
Britons to 
start on 
Wednesday 
— Yemen 

SANAA (R) — Five 

Britons and one man using 
a French passport arrested 
last month in Yemen and 
charged with planning an 
Islamist activist campaign 
there will be put on trial on 
Wednesday, a Yemeni offi- 
cial said Sunday. 

“The court has received 
the investigation files from 
foe prosecutor general and 
decided' to start tfie hear- 
ings on Jan. 27,” foe offi- 
cial told Reuters. 

Yemen said foe six men 
have admitted possesing 
illegal weapons and intend- 
ing to commit murder. But 
foe defendants' lawyer said 
foe men had denied foe 
charges. 

A British Foreign Office 
spokesman said earlier the 
men had been charged with 
“associating with armed 
gangs with a criminal plan 
to commit murder.” 

The men were arrested on 
Dec. 24 on suspicion of 
links with Islamists blamed 
for bombings in foe south- 
ern port city of Aden and 
with a kidnap gang whose 
abduction of 16 Western 
tourists led to foe deaths of 
three British hostages and 
and Australian last month. 

Yemen has separately 
charged three Islamists 
with kidnapping and mur- 
der over the abduction of 
foe 16 tourists. 


Algerian ruling party divided on candidate 
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Saudi 
but not all ISPs ready 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 4773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

16:10 — Cartoon - Batman 

16:30 David Copper Field 

17:00 -.Neighbours 

17:30 Thalassa 

18:15 Omar Ben Abdul Aziz 

19:00 .....News in French 

19:15 ............... -french Prog. 

Iifc30 News Headlines 

19:35 — .The Parenthood 

20:00 -..The Internet Cafe 

20-J0 Big Sky 

21 JO Encounter 

22:00 — News in English 

23 JO 1 Gala Performance’ 

Wm -...End of TJX 


PRAYER TIMES 


05:09 

Fair 

06:29..- 

.—(Sunrise) Doha 

11:48 


14:42 ...» . .. 

——'AST 

17.-06 

Maghreb 


18:27, 



.‘Isha 


CHURCHES 

St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swejffeh, Tel 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
4632785 

St Joseph Church Tel 4624590 
Terra Sanda Church Tel. 4622366 
Anglican Church TfeL 
4624853/4624811. 

St Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Chinch Tel. 4771751. 


Amman International Church 

Tel. 5865897 

Genmn-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel, 5688404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman TeL 58 1 1295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
St John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College TdL 5661757 
Chnrch of the Annunciation TeL 
4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation, Swei- 
fiefa TeL 5920146 
The fniate Cafoofic Church 
TeL 4624757 

Tbe English-Language Catholic 
Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
4892679 

The Baptist Church TfeL 

4628052 

The Armenian Catholic Church 

4771331 

The Armenian Orthodox 
Church TeL 4775261 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Deport- 
ment of Meteorology 

Partly cloudy skies with tempera- 
tures rising slightly. Winds north- 
easterly moderate. In Aqaba, it 
will be partly cloudy. Winds 


northerly moderate and seas 
calm. 

MInVMax. temp. 

Amman 05/ 1 4 

Aqaba. 1272} 

Deserts 04/16 

Jordan Valley 11/22 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 13 Aqaba 19 Humidity 
readings: Amman 64 per cent 
Aqaba 59 percent 

Following are the temperatures 
expected today in the following 
areas: 


Ajkmn «... 

Jerash 

UmQays 


Al Salam Pharmacy ..4636730 
Mayadah Pharmacy ....-5537004 
Rokn Al Dawa Pharmacy .5536169 


IRBID: 

Dr. Issam Salih.. 


,.03/10 


.05/14 


-04/14 


Madaba 03/13 

Petra -04/13 

Dead Sea ...—10/21 


.—(02)246358 
Fou’ad Pharmacy ....(021275360 

ZARQA: 

Dr. WaKd Balaseh (09)982799 

Palestine Pharmacy ....(09)983562 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre. .4637 1 1 1 

02 Defeore Department — 5661111 
Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency. 199 

Rescue PbBce_ 192.4621111,4637777 

Hre Brigade 4617101 

Blood Bank. 4775121 

Highway Police 5343402 

Traffic Police 


Water Authority — 

J. Electricity Authority — 5815615 

Electric Power Co .4636381 

RJ Flight Information 44-53200 

Queen Alta fod. Aapart — 44-53200 


5680100 IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital .(02)275555 
Roman Catholic Hospital (02)272275 
Ibn Al Nafoes Hospital 

(.02)7101372, (02)7103101 

Rosary Sisters Hospital 

(02)71 0283 1 , (02)7 J 020 1 1 

HOSPITALS Speciality Hospital -(02)7103100 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Yousef Rashid .4875792 

De. Jum’aAbu Dhiab. — .4758848 

Dr. Ahmad Mama’, 5359413 

Dr. Wafid Al Masri 5675485 

AMMAN: 

Firas Pharmacy .5661912 


Abdali TeL Repairs — 
Jordan Television — 
Radio Jordan — 


AMMAN: 

Tbe Arab Centre for Heart and Spe- 
cial Surgery 5921199 

The Islamic, Abdli 5666131/7 

Hussein Medical Centre — 5856856 
Luzmfct 4630195 


Khalidi Maternity- 
AJriJeh Maternity- 


— 4644281/6 
4642441/2 


Public Security Dept 4630321 

Hotel Complaints 5605800 

Rice Complaints. 5661 176 

Water Sc Sevoagg CcrapbinB — 4897467 
Amman Momdpahty Complaints 

.4787111 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls — — — 0132 

Central A mman Telephone Repairs 

.4623101 

— 5661 10! 
— 47731 1 1 
—47741 1 1 


Jabal Amman Maternity — 4642362 

Malhas, J. Amnm 4636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 5607071 

Shmdsani Hospital 5607431 

Jordan Hospital 5607550 

University Hospital 5353444 

AHWuasher Hospital -5667227/9 

.4896390 Al-AhK, Abdali 5664164/6 

Mian, AJ-Muhajreen ... 4777101/3 

Al-Baste: 4775111 126 

Army, Maria 489161 1/15 


Queen Alia Hospital 5157100 

Amal Hospital 5607155 

AlAmal Cancer Centre —5353000 

ZARQA: 

Zaiqa Gqvl Hospital — .(09)083323 
Zarqa National Hospital ..(09)900560 
Ibo Sina Hospital — .(09)986731 
Al Hikma Modem Hospital 
(09)990990 


AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)2014111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL ‘ 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian ( RJ) information 
department at die Queen Alia 
International Airport TeL 
(44)53200-5, where it should 
always be verified. Information on 
other flights can be supplied on 
phone 44 (52700). Information an 
Royal Wings flights can be supplied 
on phone 4875201-5 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Ffights 

07:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

07:15 — -Sanaa (RJ) 

0&30 Damascus (RJ) 

0835 Jeddah (RJ) 

08-50 „_Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

10:05 Beirut (RJ) 

1 030 New Delhi (RJ) 


16:20 Cairo (RJ) 

16:25 London (RJ) 

16:45 New York, Amestrdam (RJ) 

18:05 Kuwait (RJ) 

18:35 —..Casablanca, Tunis (RJ) 

19:00 Luxor (RJ) 

19:10 Wahran (add) (RJ) 

21:35 —Bangkok. Doha (RJ) 

00:15 .Tel Aviv (RJ) 

03:00 .Jakarta, Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 

Other Flights 

08:20 Alexandria (BA) 

0930 Cairo (MS) 

10:00 Khartoum (SD) 

13:20 Bahrain (GF) 

14:45 Doha(QR) 

15:05 .Vienna (OS) 

15:25 — Dubai, Abu Dhabi (EK) 

17:50 .Istanbul (SD) 

18:40 .Beirut (ME) 

19:15 Frankfort (LH) 

22:25 ... .Tel Aviv (LY) 

OldS Amsterdam (KL) 

01:25 . — Athens (OA) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

09:30 -Aqaba (arriving at QAIA) 
(RW) 

10U0 Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport) (RW) 

16:00 Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport) (RW) 

10£0 Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport) (RW) 

1730 Gaza (arriving at QAIA) 
(RW) 

00:15 Tel Aviv (arrivin g at QAIA) 
(RW) 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06 JO Beirut (RTi 

09:00 Wahran (add) (RJ) 

Kk30 — Frankfort, London (RJ) 
11:00 Shannon, Chicago (RJ) 

12ri)5 -Kuwait (RJ) 

1230 Cairo (RJ) 

20:15 Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

20:45 — Abu Dhabi, Tehran (RJ) 

21:15 Dubai, Muscat (RJ) 

21:20 Damascus (RJ) 

22:00 Tel Aviv (RJ) 

22:45 .Sanaa (RJ) 

Other Flights 

06:00 Istanbul iTK) 

07:25 J^aris(AF) 

09:05 London (BA) 

Uk30 Cairo (MS) 

11:05 Istanbul (SD) 

14:10 — .Bahrain (GF) 

15:30 Vienna (OS) 

15:35 - Doha(QR) 

16:30 — : Dubai (EK) 

18:50 Khartoum (SD) 

20:00 — ; — -Beirut (ME) 

23:10 Tel Aviv (LY) 

02:25 -.Amsterdam (KL) 

02:45 Athens (OA ) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

07:00 Aqaba (from Marka Airport) 
(RW) .. 

€8:30 Aqaba (from Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

13:30 Gaza (from Maria Airport) 
(RW) 

2030 -Aqaba (from QAlAHRWj 
22.-00 _Tfel Aviv (from QAIA) (RW) 



Home News 

Police suspect ‘crime of honour 1 
in case of slain woman 


Jordan Times, Monday, January 25, 1999 
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By Rana Husseini 

' AMMAN — Police are 
questioning a man and bis 
sou in connection with the 
suspected murder of the 
roan's 45-year-old Iraqi 
wiftK late Friday night, 
gelding to official 

^(■'yicrim, Manal Jalal, 
reportedly shot in the 
Bprly morning hours while 
isbc r'ins sleeping, the 
jource said, adding that her 
linear-old son confessed 
' ® .shooting his mother. 

however, the source said 
_ gplfce are focusing their 
^yfesriganon on the father 
and suspect a possible 
prime of honour. 

*The son informed 
authorities that he was 
playing with his father’s 
gun at around 2:00 a.m.. 
v/hen a bullet was acciden- 
tally fired striking his 
mother's head," the source 
said. 

But he added thaL the 
authorities are not con- 


vinced by the son’s confes- 
sion. 

“It is possible that the 
father may have shot his 
wife himself or encouraged 
his son to do so" the source 
told the Jordan Tunes Sun- 
day. 

“The husband had report- 
ed his wife missing last 
week for four days, and had 
also complained to authori- 
ties that he suspected her of 
‘immoral behaviour,’” the 
source said. 

The couple had been wed 
for 17 years. 

Pathologists Mo’men 
Hadidi and Hard Jahshan 
performed an autopsy on 
Saturday, which revealed 
that the woman received a 
sole bullet wound to the left 
side of her skull. 

Samples of her tissues 
and blood were sent to the 
Criminal Lab for examina- 
tion, the source said. 

Police contacted by the 
Jordan Times Sunday 
evening said they were con- 
tinuing to investigate the 


incident. 

If proven that the woman 
was killed for ‘immoral 
behaviour,' Manal will be 
the first woman reportedly 
killed in the Kingdom in 
the name of honour this 
year. Last year, officials 
said that more than 20 
women reportedly were 
killed in 1998 in crimes of 
honour. 

His Majesty King Hus- 
sein and the government are 
working hard to end such 
practices, which claim the 
lives of 25-30 women each 
year. The most recent study 
of honour crimes, prepared 
by the National Institute of 
Forensic Medicine, shows 
that the victims' average 
age is from 1 7-20. and their 
killers are between 20-25 
year* of age and most com- 
monly are victims’ broth- 
ers. The study showed that 
most are killed by gun- 
shots, followed by stabbing 
and strangulation. More 
than half of the victims in 
the study were married. 


5,000 foreign workers 
rectify status in 1 999 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Since 
the start of 1999, 5,000 
non-Jordanian workers 
have rectified their legal 
status and adjusted to the 


- Yemen 

Ministry of Labour's 
requirements by acquiring 
work permits, according to 

■■A -P« - 

Minister of Labour Mahdi 

'• -P.i »*r,r ms. 

Farhan. 

‘ r . tiwjWfl u“ 

Farhan said the total num- 

‘-••■nif. i,n W 

ber of guest workers hold- 

. -i-h pUst 

ing valid work permits has 

.. : J.ir 1 1 \SL 

now reached 127,000 out of 

. . » ■•! pums. 

an unofficial estimate of 

: j:;.. j Yrna 

400,000 to 500,000 non- 

. -v .'erJj; 

Jordanians employed in the 

• . ><r m-E.- 

country. 
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The Ministry of Labour is 
pursuing efforts to reorgan- 
ise the local labour market 
and implement the govern- 
ment’s declared policy 
regarding the number and 
type of jobs available to 
guest workers to pave the 
way for unemployed Jor- 
danians to find employ- 
ment, said the minister. 

Earlier this month Prime 
Minister Fayez Tarawneh 


announced that illegal 
workers who have failed to 
rectify their status by the 
end of March will be forced 
to leave the country. 

“We will not tolerate any 
disregard of the existing 
laws. At the same time we 
welcome non-Jordanian 
workers who abide by the 
law and are legally 
employed,” said the prime 
minister. 

The Public Security 
Department said last 
December that scores of 
illegal foreign workers are 
being deported almost 
daily. According to Farhan. 
labour ministry inspectors 
have intensified their 
inspection of various organ- 
isations and companies 
where guest workers are 
presumed to be employed 
to ensure that they are in 
compliance with the law. 

He said the ministry’s 
departments are conducting 
inspections at 50,407 
organisations that employ a 


total of 82,029 non-Jorda- 
nians. The minister added 
that most work permits 
issued to foreign workers 
go to those employed in the 
agricultural sector and as 
domestic helpers. 

Ministry sources said last 
month that Egyptian 
nationals constitute almost 
half of the number of guest 
workers in Jordan. An 
agreement reached by the 
Egyptian and Jordanian 
governments dictates pro- 
cedures which require an 
Egyptian to obtain a work 
permit before arriving in 
the Kingdom. 

According to the Labour 
Law, employers who fail to 
legalise their employees’ 
status can be fined up to 
JD100 and the labourers 
may be deported at the 
employer's expense. 

Unemployment in Jordan 
is officially estimated at 16 
per cent and unofficially at 
27 per cent. 
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ews in Brief 


Good wishes to King Hussein continue 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein on Sunday received a cable from Ital- 
ian President Oscar Luigi congratulating him on his recovery and safe return home, me 
King also received congratulatory cables from Saudi Minister of Interior Princx Nayet 
Ben Abdul Aziz and president of the Palestinian Legislative Council. Ahmad Qoureia. 

Qadi opens meeting 

AMMAN (Petra) — Interior Minister Nayef Qadi Sunday opened a meeting of the 
preparatory committees of the 16th Arab Interior Ministers Council s session, to be 
heldin Amman next Saturday. Qadi told the meeting the event occurs at acr^ial pen - 
od to ensure Arab solidarity and understanding. During the Qa^ suessed die 

council is one of the Arab League s most successful councils. AJ 
Council Secretary General Ahmad Salem. Interior Ministry Secretary General Hashim 
Sabbagb and members of the participating delegations. 

Khreisha meets livestock breeders 

AMMAN (Petra) Minister of Aaricultute Mejhem Khreisha Sunday said the min- 

about supporting farmers and livestock breeders in order to develop 
SSiSSIectorand Sieve food security. During a meeting w.ih a delegation of 
breeders from Mafraq. Khreisha added that the ministry has pre- 
S^n mt^SstuSy on the Kingdom’s agricultural situauon in order to make a 
balance between available resources and required needs. 

Jordanian hikes around Kingdom 

AMMAN (Petra) A Jordanian SSJ 

°ey around the kingdom on ^^dby Aqaba Governor Abdul Kareem 

and Safe return. Rafiq Azzam. who was re > . ^ Zaraqa, Ma’an, 

Malahmeh yesterday, said bis journey, which ahead^ has taken I im » 

Karat and Tafilab. came to express his love and gratitude to the King. 


What’s Going On 


Film 

: z^’SSSSSSZSSSZ^ 

4650457). 

Exhibitions 

5526932;, until Feb. 1. of c^peffly Arab Artists at DafflAlRinun.Jabal 


* The Tfemh Anniversary 

^feibdeh (TeL 4643251/2). umfl Jan- 28, 


Parliament postpones debate on Abbadi’s immunity 

Abbadi alleges ‘fabrication and framed accusations’ 


By Ta req Ayoub 

AMMAN — The Lower 
House of Parliament on 
Sunday postponed the 
debate to lift Parliament 
immunity of one of its 
members following a war 
of words between law- 
makers and Cabinet minis- 
ters. 

Lower House deputies, 
who were discussing a 
recommendation by the 
Legal Committee to lift 
ihe immunity of deputy 
Ahmad Oweidi A1 Abbadi. 
criticised a statement by 
Minister of Justice Jawdal 
Sboul during the debate, 
accusing him of “influenc- 
ing” deputies’ positions. 

The lawmakers were 
debating a request by the 
prosecutor general to lift 
the immunity of Abbadi to 
allow authorities to inter- 
rogate the lawmaker on 
charges of rape. 

Abbadi rejected a call by 
one of his colleagues to 
discuss the issue in a 


secret session and insisred 
that the matter be dis- 
cussed publicly. 

“It is a fabricated ease, 
and I am innocent,” he 
told his Lower House col- 
leagues yesterday ahead of 
the discussion. “Every- 
body knows who has 
planted this case, and I am 
going to unveil their iden- 
tities.” 

But the session turned 
ugly when Sboul respond- 
ed to a statement by 
deputy Mahmoud Kharab- 
sheh urging legislators to 
reject the recommendation 
of the Legal Committee to 
lift immunity. 

Khrubsheh, a former 
intelligence officer, said 
the government was 
"hasty” in demanding that 
immunity be lifted. 

He added that the gov- 
ernment failed to adopt the 
same position when the 
prosecutor general made a 
similar request in the case 
of three former water min- 
isters implicated in the 


water scandal that rocked 
the country last summer. 

Kharabsheh accused 
"security departments" 
and “political opponents" 
of Abbadi of “master- 
minding the case,” and 
lashed out at the govern- 
ment for its “involvement" 
in the case against his col- 
league. 

The case was nothing 
but “fabrication and 
framed accusations," the 
deputy said. 

Sboul strongly rejected 
Kharabsheh's statement 
and insisted that legal pro- 
ceedings against the 
deputy must be imple- 
mented. 

The justice minister also 
denied Kharabsheh's 
charges that “some {secu- 
rity] circles” were 
involved in the case and 
described his comments as 
“unfounded.” 

His remarks drew severe 
criticism from deputy 
Sa'ed Havel Srour who 
accused the minister of 


“influencing deputies 
against Abbadi.” 

Srour, a former House 
speaker, demanded that 
Sboul's statement be 
scrapped from the House’s 
minutes of deliberation. 

"Lifting the immunity is 
a matter that concerns Par- 
liament members alone. 
The government has no 
right to interfere or to 
influence the deputies' 
opinions by such state- 
ments,” Srour told Parlia- 
ment. 

“We hope that the gov- 
ernment will not exceed 
it* constitutional limits,” 
said the lawmaker, who 
addressed his words to 
Sboul. 

Kharabsheh then threat- 
ened that if Sboul's state- 
ment was not scrapped 
from the minutes, he 
would “produce docu- 
ments and evidence that 
prove the government's 
involvement in the case." 

Veteran Lower House 
Deputy Abdul Ra’our 


Rawabdeh urged that the 
justice minister’s words 
not be scrapped, but also 
urged Kharabsheh to 
apprise the Lower House 
of all information that 
would substantiate his 
claims. 

Minister of Interior 
Nayef Qadi said scrapping 
the statement of Sboul was 
not acceptable, and said 
his colleague did not 
infringe on the House’s 
internal laws. 

Rawabdeh said the 
atmosphere under the 
dome was tense and pro- 
posed that the debate be 
postponed; a recommen- 
dation approved b\ the 
majority. 

The proposed recom- 
mendation to lift the 
immunity stipulates that 
Abbadi could be tried and 
interrogated but gave no 
right to authorities to 
detain him. 


Health ministry finalises health insurance scheme 


By Suha Ma’ayeh 

AMMAN — Health Min- 
ister Nayd Ajlouni said 
Sunday that the ministry 
has finalised a blueprint 
for a national health insur- 
ance scheme that would 
present more than one mil- 
lion Jordanians with the 
option to be covered by the 
plan. 

The blueprint is part of 
efforts to reform the cur- 
rent health insurance 
scheme offered by the 
health ministry to nearly 
1.2 million civil servants 
and their families and to 
those who are not covered 
by any insurance scheme 
and cannot afford to med- 
ical treatment. Ajlouni 
said. 

‘The government trying 


to reform the current 
health insurance scheme to 
reduce losses incurred by 
the government and to 
broaden the scheme to 
make it inclusive of Jorda- 
nians who are not medical- 
ly insured.” he told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

Ajlouni pointed out that 
those who wish to be cov- 
ered by the plan will pay a 
monthly premium and at 
the same time pay nominal 
fees upon receiving treat- 
ment to limit abuse of the 
system. 

Nearly 1.6 million mili- 
tary personnel and their 
families benefit from a 
medical insurance scheme 
introduced in 1963 by the 
Royal Medical Services. 
Nearly 400.000 people are 
insured by private sector 


firms and institutions. 

The minister pointed out 
that medical insurance will 
be basic and restricted to 
the country’s 22 state-run 
hospitals and nearly 1,000 
out-patient health care 
facilities. 

“Patients who wish to be 
included in the scheme 
will receive basic medical 
care at governmental facil- 
ities," he said. “The min- 
istry will share the expens- 
es of those who wish to be 
treated in the private sec- 
tor, but will only meet the 
cost equivalent to that of a 
government institution.” 

For example, he said, 
delivery in a private hospi- 
tal costs JD100, modestly, 
but in AJ Bashir Hospital it 
costs JD20. The govern- 
ment would therefore onlyi 


compensate JD20. “Those 
who are not poor, as 
defined by the Ministry of 
Social Development, and 
who are not medically 
insured, will have to pay 
the cost of treatment," the 
minister said. 

Ajlouni said that 55 per 
cent of this not poor-not 
insured category w ho seek 
treatment at the ministry's 
hospitals will pay nominal 
fees which covers up to 18 
per cent of the actual cost 
of treatment. 

Poor families are defined 
as those who either have 
no salary earners and are 
entirely dependent on 
modest state assistance, or 
who are partly dependent 
on state assistance. 

He said that the plan 
entails fr ee coverage of an 


additional 200.000 citizens 
who cannot afford to pay. 
but this segment of the 
scheme will be implement- 
ed in cooperation with the 
Ministry of Social Devel- 
opment. 

Meanwhile, Ajlouni said, 
people who seek treatment 
at staie-run hospitals and 
who can afford to pay and 
do not wish to be covered 
by the scheme will be 
charged the full cost of 
treatment. 

The minister stressed 
that an increase in the 
price of medical treatment 
that reflects the actual cost 
of treatment will be 
announced after the gov- 
ernment offers the health 
insurance scheme covering 
the poor. 


Environmental campaign 
kicks off Thursday 


AMMAN (Petra) — A 
national environmental 
campaign is to kick off on 
Thursday from the A1 Hus- 
sein National Park (Wadi 
Qattar) led by Their Royal 
Highnesses Prince Faisal 
and Princess Alia. 

Engineer Nabih Riyai, 
director of the Haya Arts 
Centre, made the announce- 
ment at a press conference 
Sunday. 

Riyai said the campaign is 
being launched as pan of the 
Kingdom’s celebrations of 
His Majesty King Hussein's 
recovery and safe return and 
is sponsored by the centre in 
cooperation with the 
Greater Amman Municipal- 
ity and the Royal Society for 
the Conservation of Nature. 

He said the campaign is a 
translation of the King’s slo- 
gan “A green Jordan by the 
year 2000“ 

Children from all gover- 
norates will be invited to 
take pan in the campaign, 
whose activities will include 
planting of forest and fruit 
tree saplings. 

In planting the trees, the 
children express their jry 


over the King’s return and 
their concern to keep the 
environment free of pollu- 
tion and make Jordan green, 
according to Rival. 

He said that the concerned 
departments and gover- 
norates have been informed 
of the campaign’s pro- 
gramme, noting that the 
campaign will be held in 
different govemorates 
beginning on different 
dales, each lasting one 
week. 

Riyai said the campaign 
will commence in Amman 
and Zarqa (Jan. 23-28). and 
from there will continue to 
Irbid and Aqaba (Jan. 30- 
Feb. 4), Balqa and Karak 
(Feb. 6-11), Mafraq and 
Ma'an (Feb. 13- 18 ), Jerash 
and Tajfileh (Feb. 20-25), 
and will conclude in Ajloun 
and Madaba (Feb. 27-March 
4). 

A number of organisations 
and ministries, including 
Jordan Radio and Television 
Corporation, and non-gov- 
emmental organisations will 
sponsor and participate in 
the implementation of the 
campaign. 


Royal Jordanian starts 
Shannon-Chicago route 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) started last 
week operating flights 
between Ireland's Shannon 
Airport and Chicago using 
Airbus-310 planes. 

An RJ official said that 
the selection of Shannon 
Airport was due to opera- 
tional matters pertaining to 
the range of Airbus-310 
planes. 

He added that US. 
immigration officials at 
Shannon Airport can 
finalise procedures for pas- 
sengers entering the U.S., 
thus facilitating travel pro- 
cedures. 

The sources said the 
operation of these flights 


came ahead of the third 
millennium of the birth of 
the Christ, and that it is 
expected for this route to 
activate tourism to the 
Middle East by encourag- 
ing European and Ameri- 
can travel. 

The new station will also 
offer transport services to 
Irish passengers travelling 
to the Middle East or the 
Arab Gulf states via 
Amman, the source said. 

Jordan signed an agree- 
ment with Ireland last Sep- 
tember for operating these 
flights. 

RJ is the only Arab air- 
carrier operating between 
Shannon and Chicago. 


Preference for gas over kerosene 
costs Kingdom JD17 million annually 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The use 
of liquefied gas for domes- 
tic purposes, specially for 
heating homes, has dealt 
the country a JD17 million 
loss in 1997, said a study 
conducted by the 38,000- 
member Jordan Engineers 
Association (JEA). 

The JEA was prompted to 
conduct the said study by 
the latest gas crisis which 
took many Jordanians by 
surprise during the Holy 
Month of Ramadan. 

The use of liquefied gas 
instead of kerosene to heat 
homes is the cause for the 
loss, since local imports of 
liquefied gas increased 
while the country could 
have imported almost the 
same amount of kerosene 
at a lower cost. 

"Jordan imported around 
56.717 tonnes of liquefied 
gas in 1997 at an average of 
S397-per tonne, while the 
country can consume 

61.000 tonnes of kerosene 
at Sl72-per tonne for the 
same purpose” said the 
study which was forwarded 
to Prime Minister Fayez 
Tarawneh. 


The price difference 
between liquefied gas and 
kerosene was estimated by 
the JEA to have caused the 
country to lose around 
JD12 million. The estimate 
does not include the cost of 
transport and the cost of 
gas cylinders. 

An increasing use of gas 
heaters caused an increase 
in demand for gas cylin- 
ders, leading the country to 
import 320,000 cylinders 
between the year 1992 and 
1997, costing the country 
around SI, 300,000. One 
empty gas cylinder costs 
S20. 

According to the study, 
shipping liquefied gas from 
the port city of Aqaba to 
the country’s three gas stor- 
age stations costs around 
$2, 1 00,000 annually. 

“The Jordan Petroleum 
Refinery' Company will 
have to double its storage 
capacity in order to meet 
the market's unexpected 
demands which would cost 
20 times the cost of storing 
kerosene." said the study. 

The study also warned 
that gas heaters are danger- 


ous. 

“Any leakage from the 
gas cylinder, the pipes of 
the heater or the valves 
could cause an explosion in 
the house in no time," said 
the study. 

However, an official from 
the Royal Scientific Soci- 
ety said liquefied gas is 
cleaner than any other fuel 
and hence has the least 
negative impact on envi- 
ronment. He said any mis- 
use of gas heaters or 
heaters that bum kerosene 
also can be very dangerous 
if not handled carefully as 
the fumes can cause suffo- 
cation if the gas does not 
bum properly, and can also 
present a danger of fire 
since kerosene is highly 
flammable. 

The source also said that 
the use of gas and kerosene 
heaters becomes particular- 
ly dangerous when owners 
misuse them. 

“Every’ year we bear 
about people who suffocate 
in their sleep because they 
use their heaters at night, 
for example," he said. 


Education ministry to provide day meals 
to underprivileged children 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Ministry of Education Sun- 
day signed an agreement 
with the Ministry of Plan- 
ning to provide school chil- 
dren in underdeveloped 
regions of Jordan with day 
meals. 

The Ministry of Educa- 
tion’s Secretary General 
Izzat Jaradai, who signed the 
agreement, said nearly 

10,000 children, from the 
first to third grades, will 
benefit from the programme 
which will cover poor areas 
in the following districts: 
Deir Allah, South Shuneh. 
Aqaba, Ma’an, Northern 
Badia and Tafileh. 

Jaradat said the agreement 


is expected to aid in boost- 
ing children’s learning capa- 
bilities and in enabling them 
to acquire new skills. 

Ministry of Planning Sec- 
retary General Abdul Raz- 
zak Bani Hani, who signed 
for his department, said the 
programme marks the com- 
mencement of projects 
included in the government- 
sponsored social safety net 
programme undertaken by 
the Ministry' of Planning. 

The programme will be 
gradually extended to cover 
various government schools 
and is expected to boost the 
children's psychological and 
physical status. 

According to Bani Hani. 


the programme will cost JD 

773.000 this year, an amount 
earmarked in the social safe- 
ty net’s budget for this year. 

Last month the govern- 
ment announced that the 
social safety net plan, to be 
implemented over a !0-year 
period is expected to cost an 
estimated JD698 million 
noting chat the first phase of 
the pfan covering the period 
1998-2001 will cost JD178 

million. 

The programme covers 
less-developed regions, 
including the country's 13 
Palestinian refugee camps 
and aims at modernising 
infrastructure services and 
creating jobs. 
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47 Indians arrested for 
burning Australian 
missionary, sons 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
Police launched a manhunt 
Sunday for a Hindu mili- 
tant in eastern India after 
arresting 47 other suspects 
for the murder of a respect- 
ed Australian missionary 
and his two sons. 

They announced a reward 
of 25,000 rupees ($625) for 
the arrest of Dara Singh, 
who allegedly led the 
Hindu mob that burned to 
death Graham Stewart 
Staines, 5S. and his sons 
aged seven and 10 late 
Friday. 

The United News of India 
(UNI) quoted police as say- 
ing Dara Singh was a mem- 
ber of the Hindu militant 
Bajrang Dal group which is 
linked to Prime Minister 
Atal Behari Vajpayee’s 
Hindu nationalist party. 

Staines, an Australian 
missionary working with 
leprosy patients in India, 
and his sons Philip and 
Timothy, were killed when 
a mob set Ere to the car in 
which they were sleeping, 
in the eastern state of 
Orissa. 

A resident of India for 34 
years, Staines headed the 
Evangelical Missionary 
Society in the town of 
Baripada. Mayurbhanj dis- 
trict, which is populated 
mainly by poor tribe mem- 
bers. 

It was the worst anti- 
Christian attack in the past 
year in India, during which 
the small Christian minori- 
ty has suffered more than 
100 assaults at the hands of 


Hindu militants. 

Orissa’s Chief Minister 
J.B. Patnaik described 
Staines as “a symbol of 
Christian virtue who served 
people with a great mis- 
sionary zeal. 

“Everyone involved in 
this unfortunate incident 
will be booked." he said, 
and added the Australian 
was murdered “because he 
was a Christian.” 

Patnaik said the attackers 
“formed a ring around the 
(burning) vehicle” and did 
not permit Christians in the 
village to come to the aid 
of the victims. 

Most attacks on Indian 
Christians have taken place 
in the Hindu nationalist- 
ruled western state of 
Gujarat. Orissa, on the east 
coast, is governed by the 
Congress, the main opposi- 
tion party nationally. 

Sunday's police action 
came as Australia 
despatched a diplomat to 
Orissa to probe the brutal 
murders, which drew wide- 
spread condemnation in 
Hindu-majority India. 

In Sydney, the depart- 
ment of foreign affairs said 
Australia's consul in New 
Delhi. David Poulter, was 
travelling to Orissa to gain 
first-hand information 
about the deaths and pro- 
vide support for the wid- 
owed Gladys Staines and 
her 13-year-old daughter. 

“We are stunned by this 
madness,” church leader 
Father Joseph Thomas told 
AFP in New Delhi. "How 


long can this go on?” 
Right-wing Hindu groups 
accuse Christian mission- 
aries of trying to convert 
poor Hindus. Christians, 
who make up just 2.5 per 
cent of India's 975 million 
people, deny this. 

Staines* wife said he had 
recently faced “stiff oppo- 
sition from a section of the 
locals” for “conducting 
religious and social dis- 
course” in his work with 
leprosy patients. 

She said her family tried 
to get out of the blazing car 
but was pushed back inside 
by the mob. 

Prime Minister Vajpayee, 
considered the most secular 
of Hindu politicians, called 
the attack a “ghastly act” of 
"anti-social elements.” 

Home Minister Lai 
Krishna Advani, a national- 
ist hawk, called the killings 
"shocking and gruesome,” 
and urged the local govern- 
ment to "take stern action” 
against the killers. 

The Communist Party of 
India-Marxist demanded an 
immediate ban on Hindu 
militant groups, and said 
the killings were the result 
“of the hate campaign 
against the Christian com- 
munity" over the past year. 

Christian groups have 
claimed a sharp rise in vio- 
lence against their commu- 
nity since the Hindu 
nationalists came to office 
in New Delhi at the head of 
a multi-party coalition in 
March last year. 


Megret claims leadership 
of French far-right 


MARIGNANE, France (R) — 
Bruno Megret, the leader of a 
rebel faction of fiance’s 
National Front, claimed victory 
Sunday in his battle to seize 
control of the far-right move- 
ment from its founder Jean- 
Marie Le Pen. 

Megret, 49, who was the sole 
candidate to stand for president 
at a special parry congress 
organised by his breakaway 
faction, won 86 per cent of the 
vote. 

The approximately 2^00 del- 
egates attending the two-day 
meeting in the southern town of 
Marignane, a Front stronghold, 
later named Le Pen as the 
party’s “honorary president.” 

Le Pen, who is 21 years 
Megret 's senior, boycotted the 
congress, dismissing it as an 
illegal gathering of putschists 
and slamming the diminutive 
Megret as “a psychopath” who 
he said fancies himself as a 
Napoleon. 

That leaves France with two 
rival National Fronts, each 
determined to put up a slate of 
candidates in European parlia- 
mentary elections on June 13. 

Megret backers said they 
would call their party the 
National Front-National 
Movement to differentiate it 
from Le Pen's. 


Among the party's new lead- 
ers was Le Pen's daughter 
Marie-Caroline Le Pen, who 
has publicly split with her 
father. 

Months of court battles are 
now likely to ensue as the rival 
factions fight over the right to 
the party's name, insignia, stale 
campaign subsidies and size- 
able headquarters building. 

But the battle will above all 
focus on voters and the balance 
of forces in (he French political 
landscape. 

The mainstream right, in the 
minority in parti ament, sees the 
split as a chance to win back 
disillusioned voters. 

But recent polls show the 
extreme right as a whole hold- 
ing on to most of its supporters 
despite the split, with a strong 
majority of front voters siding 
with Le Pen over Megret 

The front denounced as 
racist and xenophobic by con- 
servative French President 
Jacques Chirac, is Western 
Europe's biggest extreme-right 
party. It typically wins 15 per 
cent of the vote in national elec- 
tions and often tips polls to the 
left by dividing the right-wing 
vote. 

But it currently has no seats 
in parliament and controls only 
a handful of town halls. 


The split centres on conflict- 
ing political strategies as well 
as clashing personalities. 

Both Megret and Le Pen, 
who founded the party 25 years 
ago, are hard-right ideologues 
enraged by immigrants whom 
they accuse of polluting French 
culture and European Union, 
which they say is earing away 
at France’s sovereignty. 

But Megret favours reaching 
out to the mainstream right to 
form strategic alliances aimed 
at gaining power, while Le Pen 
prefers the party’s current pari- 
ah status, refusing to tone down 
his bombastic rhetoric or make 
compromises for political gain. 

Megret launched a takeover 
of the party after Le Pen. facing 
a court ruling barring him from 
running in the June poll, said 
his wife Jany would lead the 
party slate in his place. 

Megret publicly challenged 
the move and his backers gath- 
ered the signatures of enough 
of the party's 40,000 dues-pay- 
ing members to demand an 
extraordinary party congress. 

Le Pen, who ultimately won 
the right to nm in the June poll 
through a carefully timed 
appeal, retaliated by expelling 
Megret and his allies before 
they could present their peti- 
tions. 


Chinese authorities detain 
dissident, journalist 


BEIJING (AFP) — Chinese, 
authorities have detained a 
dissident and a journalist in 
the Hunan province capital of 
Changsha, a rights group said 
Sunday. 

Dissident Liu Xianbin and 
reporter Yuan Yajuan were 
taken from a guesthouse early 
Saturday, the New York-based 
Human Rights in China said 
in a statement received here. 

Police told other members 
of their party who sought the 
release of the pair that they 
had no identity cards, it added. 

Liu. who is from Sichuan, 
has been arrested at least three 
times in recent weeks because 
of his activities with the fledg- 
ling opposition China 
Democracy Party (CDP), the 
statement said. He served 
two-and-a-half years in jail 
after the 1989 Tiananmen 


Square crackdown on pro- 
democracy students hit 
resumed litis political activities 
on being released^ it added. 

Journalist Yuan is a female 
reporter, the statement said, 
without giving further details. 
. The arrests followed a 
warning by dissidents in the 
same central province Friday 
of growing social tension 
caused by official corruption, 
heavy taxes and unemploy- 
ment. 

“The government should 
carry out political reforms to 
ease increasingly intense 
social conflict,” said a letter 
signed by 89 CDP members. 

“We urge the central gov- 
ernment not to suppress dissi- 
dents and protesting workers, 
to immediately carry out 
political reform and to give 
the people a channel to 


express their discontent,” said 
the open letter, released by the 
Hong Kong-based 

Information Centre of Human 
Rights and Democratic 
Movement in China. 

The activists said a rising 
tide of anger over increasing 
official corruption, heavy 
taxes in rural areas and unem- 
ployment would erupt if 
action was not taken soon. 

One person died after 5,000 
villagers clashed with police 
and army officers in a demon- 
stration 50 kilometres west of 
the Hunan province capital on 
Jan. S. 

One thousand police were 
sent to restore order in the city 
of Ningxiang. Hunan 
province has been described 
by rights groups as one of the 
worst-hit by unemployment. 



W illiam Walker (right), head of the international ceasefire verification mission in 
Kosovo, waves to journalists in front of the OSCE headquarters in Pristina before 
departing to Vie nna to meet there with OSCE leaders. Walker’s expulsion from 
Yugoslavia was frozen three days ago by Serbian authorities after OSCE Chairman 
Knut VoDebaek had talks with Yugoslav President Slobodan Milosevic in Belgrade 
(AFP photo) 

OSCE’s Walker fears 


increasing Kosovo violence 


PRISTINA, Serbia (R) — 
Kosovo seems primed for 
more violence despite a 
release of Serb hostages and 
ethnic Albanian prisoners, the 
U.S. chief of international 
monitors said Sunday. 

Asked by Reuters if the 
release of detainees by both 
sides Saturday was a sign the 
Serbian province had tinned a 
comer in the search for peace, 
William Walker, chief of mis- 
sion for the Organisation for 
Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (OSCE) said; “1 wish 
it were, (but) I don't think so. 
It’s not only a concern, it's a 
fear that we'll probably have 
more of this (violence, politi- 
cal kidnapping). I hope I'm 
wrong.” 

Walker, an American, said a 
resumption of tit-for-tar kid- 
nappings and attacks by Serbs 
and ethnic Albanians in 
Kosovo was a big concern of 
his. 

“It raises the level of anger 
and outrage of whichever 
community is affected Each 
instance of that you have, tire 
threat is the ocher side is going 
to do one bigger, even more 
spectacular, and it becomes a 
spiral." the OSCE ambassador 
said 


*1 hope both sides under- 
stand the message from the 
international community that 
this is beyond the pale, that 
this is not something civilised 
people do.” 

Walker left Kosovo’s capi- 
tal. Pristina, Sunday for 
OSCE's Vienna headquarters 
to repeat on a tumultuous 10 
days in Kosovo that saw him 
black-listed by Belgrade- and 
then granted a reprieve even 
as NATO warned Belgrade of 
possible air strikes. 

The latest round of distur- 
bances in this southern Serib 
province began on Jan. I5th 
when the bodies of 45 ethnic 
Albanians, in civilian clothes, 
were discovered in the village 
of Racak after government 
forces swept the area. 

Walker described the scene 
as a “massacre” and blamed 
the government side. 

Belgrade angrily disputed 
his statement, saying they had 
been killed in a firelight 
between government troops 
and separatist rebels and the 
bodies then arranged, to sug- 
gest a massacre. 

The OSCE mission chief, 
who directs the actions of 
more than 900 international 
peace “verifiers” across 


Kosovo, was given 48 hours 
by Belgrade to get out Of the ’ 
country — an order later 
rescinded under international - 
pressure. 

Amid charges and counter- 
charges, ethnic Albanians kid- 
napped five Serb civilians, 
including two women, north 
of Pristina. 

Quiet diplomacy by OSCE 
resulted in Saturday’s simulta- 
neous release of the five Serbs 
and of a group of nine ethnic 
Albanian guerrillas captured 
in December. 

OSCE previously had 
arranged the release of eight 
Yugoslav army soldiers cap- 
tured by the Kosovo 
liberation Army (KLA), an 
ethnic Albanian guerrilla force 
fighting for uKlependence. 

Walter acknowledged that 
the OSCE's mission was a 
fragile firebreak against a 
wider conflagration unless 
and until the warring parties 
subscribed to a political 
process that could sort out 
their differences. 

Ninety per cent of Kosovo’s 
roughly two million people 
are ethnic Albanians. Most 
want independence from 
Yugoslavia. 


U.S., North Korea resume talks 
over suspected nuclear site 


GENEVA (AFP) — U.S. and 
North Korean negotiators 
were meeting for a second 
day here Sunday over 
Washington’s demand to 
inspect an underground site it 
subjects is being used to 
revive- Pyongyang’s nuclear 
weapons programme in viola- 
tion of a 1994 agreement 

But there was little sign of 
progress. 

Before going into the U.S. 
mission here Sunday, a senior 
North Korean official said big 
differences remained. 

Tie two sides met last 
weekend and talked again for 
five hours at the North Korean 
mission here Saturday. 

The talks come amid 
mounting tension on the 
divided Korean peninsula 
over the Communist North's 
nuclear and missile capabili- 
ties. 

In Pyongyang, the North 
has stepped up its war of 
words against the United 
States, South Korea and 
Japan, warning any future 
conflict in the region would 


involve nuclear arms. 

The talks are aimed at sav- 
ing a 1994 accord under 
which North Korea agreed to 
freeze its nuclear programme 
in return for aid and the easing 
of Korean-war era sanctions. 

But the alert was raised in 
August when a U.S. spy satel- 
lite spotted activity at an 
underground site at 
Kumchangri, northeast of the 
capita] Pyongyang. 

The site is close to Noth 
Korea’s mothballed nuclear 
reactors and U.S. officials fear 
it could be used to produce 
plutonium for nuclear 
weapons. 

Pyongyang says the site is 
for undisclosed civilian pur- 
poses and has demanded 
Washington pay $300 milli on 
to take a look. 

North Korea, which has suf- 
fered years of famine and a 
shrinking economy and needs 
foreign aid to feed its people, 
routinely uses the threat of its 
nuclear and missile capabili- 
ties to try to extract aid from 
the United States and its 


allies. 

Under the 1994 accord, a 
U.S.-Ied consortium agreed to 
replace North Korea’s 
graphite nuclear reactors — 
which produce weapons- 
grade plutonium — with two 
safer light-water models and 
supply fuel oiL 

But the U.S. Congress has 
threatened to block further 
funding for the deal unless 
Pyongyang can show, ir is 
keeping its side of the bargain. 

The Korean war ended in an 
armistice in 1953 without a 
permanent peace treaty ever 
bring signed, leaving the 
North and South technically 

still ai war. 

The United States, the 
South’s wartime ally, has 
37,000 troops stationed in 
South Korea and collapse of 
the 1994 agreement would 
leave Washington and its 
regional allies with tough 
choices about how to deal 
with the heavily-armed North. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Yeltsin likely to remain in hospital 
for another week 

MOSCOW (AP) — President Boris Yeltsin will remain 
in the hospital for at least another week while he 
undergoes treatment for a stomach ulcer,, a news 
agency reported Sunday. “Doctors appraise Boris 
Yeltsin’s health as satisfactoiy," presidential ■: 
spokesman Dmitry Yakushkin told the ITAR-TASS 
news agency. “Planned therapy in progress. The presi- 
dent’s blood pressure and temperature are in the 
norm.” Yeltsin was admitted to the Central Clinical 
Hospital with a bleeding stomach ulcer on Jan. 17. His ; 
doctor. Sergei Mironov, said at the time he expected 
treatment of the ulcer to last for two or three weeks. It 
was the fifth time that die 67-year-old president has 
hospitalised since his reelection in 1996. Doctors 
decided last week that Yeltsin would not require 
surgery and said the medicinal treatment of his ulcer 
appeared to be working. The president will remain in 
the hospital for at least another week. ITAR-TASS 
said, citing unidentified sources in the Kremlin. 
According to Yakushkin, Yeltsin was likely to have sev- 
eral meetings with officials in his hospital room and 
speak to others by telephone. It was also possible 
Yeltsin could meet in the hospital with U.S. Secretary 
of State Madeleine Albright, who arrives on a three-day , 
visit Monday, but it was more likely that he would 
speak to her by telephone, ITAR-TASS said. Yakushkin 
said Saturday that Yeltsin had begun going over a draft 
of his siate-of-the-union speech, and he expected the 
president to deliver it to parliament either in late 
February or early March. 

Leftists, German police clash 
near far-right rally 

MULDA, Germany (R) — Left-wing demonstrators try- 
ing to disrupt a rally by Germany’s far-right NPD party 
clashed with police in the eastern town of Mulda 
Saturday evening, police said. At least one demonstrator 
was injured in the scuffles in Mulda. a small town of 
1,400 south of Dresden. At least one car was damaged 
by hurled rocks and three people were detained. About 
600 protesters had gathered outside a village concert hall 
where about 200 members of the far-right National 
Democratic Party was bolding a parry congress. There 
were several hundred police in the village to prevent the 
left-wing demonstrators clashing with members of the 
NPD, a party which security officials say numbers con- 
victed neo-Nazis and skinhead thugs in its ranks. 
Thursday, unknown assailants had set fire to the hall, 
causing extensive damage. Separately, the magazine 
Focus said Germany's anti-extremism watchdog, the 
Federal Office for the Protection of the Constitution, had 
caught a 17-year-old who was feeding outlawed Nazi 
propaganda into the Internet. The youth had set up a 
homepage called “Der arische Ansturm” (The Aryan 
Onslaught) that was filled with racist propaganda as well 
as instructions on how to make a bomb. The magazine 
said police had found considerable amounts of explo- 
> gives, in his apartment. 

French army officers 
rescued from South Pole after feat 

PARIS (AFP) — Five French army officers who skied 
their way to die South Pole were rescued overnight after 
being stranded there since their arrival Jan. 9 due to bad 
weather. A plane flew in to recover the group and take 
them to Patriot Hills, a base used for Antarctic expedi- ) 
tions. From there, they will take another flight to Punta 
Arenas, Chile, at the beginning of the week, before fly- 
ing home to France. The five men, part of an elite moun- 
tain unit in the French army, camped out at the South 
Pole in two tents while waiting for weather conditions to 
improve so the rescue plane could land. They set off for 
their 1,350-kilometre journey across the Antarctic ice 
cap on Nov. 21 from Gould Bay, near Betkner Island and 
covered some 30 kilometres per day. With each man 
towing a 130-kilogramme sledge, they skied for nearly 
nine hours daily in temperatures of between minus 15 
and minus 25 degrees Celsius. Four of them undertook a 
similar expedition to the North Pole in 1996 and three of 
them climbed Mount Everest in 1997. The aim of the 
South Pole trip was to increase the personal experience ! 
of the group and test new equipment, including army i 
underwear and rations, according to the army inform a- i 
tion service. 

Dissident joins China 
relay hunger strike group 

i 

HONG KONG (R) — Prominent dissident Ren Wan ding 
Sunday began a 24-hour hunger strike in Beijing in a 
relay-style action launched by Chinese dissidents to 
protest against the jailing of pro-democracy activists, a 
Hong Kong-based human rights group said' Other mem- 
bers of the banned opposition China Democratic Party 
will strike at the same time, the Information Centre of 
Human Rights and Democratic Movement in China said 
The 24-hour strike continues the action started a month 
ago which was launched to protest against the arrests of 
members of the China Democratic Party last December. 
Dissident Xiu Wenii was sentenced to 13 years in prison 
and Wang Youcai to 11 years for trying to set up the 
opposition group to the ruling Communist Party. Qin 
Yongmin was jailed for 12 years. The centre said that 
Xn’s family had received a first letter from him and 
would try and see him for the first time since his arrest 
Monday. 






kill two Chinese residents 

SEOUL (R) — Two North Korean border guards shb 
and killed two Chinese civilians earlier this month afte^ 
the soldiers crossed into China to steal goods, domesti c 
media reported The North Koreans had sneaked inH| 
the town across the YaJu River in mid-January, tb'"? 
Yonhap news agency said quoting unidentified dipk. : 
made sources. A group of civilians gave chase to tf ■ 
guards, who then opened fire, killing the two peopl> • 
Yonhap said on the Internet. The report did not give ti 
Chinese name for the town but it was believed to be net"- 
Dandong city in the northeastern province of Liaoning - 
Officials at South Korea’s spy agency were not avait ; 
able for comment, and the Yoiihap report gave no fu& 
ther details. National Intelligence Service officials s/'' 
North Korean soldiers routinely cross into China si; 
search of food and valuables. North Korea, wl 
shares a long border with northeastern China, has 
fered three years of famine which has caused n 
deaths and driven its population to desperate, measi 
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Gunmen kill eleven in 
South African township 


United Democratic Movement i UDM) supporters take cover as shots are fired at them in the Magoda township out- 
side Richmond. African National Congress (ANC) supporters stormed the UDM section of Richmond after eleven 
ANC supporters were killed overnight in an alleged revenge attack for the assassination or UDM General Secretary 
Sifiso Nkabinde Saturday (AFP photo) 


Candidacy rows rock Nigerian 
parties amid presidential race ! Myanmar arrests dissidents, opposition activists 


RICHMOND. South Africa 
(AFP) — Gunmen killed 11 
members of die same I’aniih 
in KwaZulu-Natal ai the 
weekend, police said SunJjy. 
spark i ne fears of wanton 
hluodshed in ihe run-up lo 
South Africa's general elec- 
tion. 

Saiurdis cutting's attack on 
die African National Congress 
iANCj slionehold was appar- 
ent I v curried out in revenge lor 
the murder e:irlier in the day 
of die local lender of the rival 
United Democratic 

Movement (UDM). Sifiso 
Nkabinde. 

Seven other people vs ere 
injured when gunmen opened 
lire around v»;UO p.m. 1 
GMT i on the house in 
Nikileni township, where the 
extended Ndahi/itlia family 
had gathered after a funeral, 
the ANC said. 

The home belonged to a 
local ANC official. South 
African Radio reported. 

Three MKpects itrrested fol- 
lowing rile massacre were 
le leased alter questioning 
Sund.t\. Kw.iZttl u -Natal 
police tlirector Bala NaiJuo 


said. 

Security forces patrolling 
around a kilometre from the 
house shot and killed an 
armed man late Saturday. The 
man had pointed his weapon 
at the patrol when eiialknged. 
according to Naidoo. 

"When confirmed he p« tint- 
ed his firearm at one of the 
security personnel. The secu- 
rity force members fired 

shots killing the suspect." 

Naidoo said. 

It was not immediately clear 
if he was connected with the 
attack. 

An AFP eomrspondem 
reported that police came 
under fire when they broke up 
clashes between ANC and 
UDM supporters on a road 
dividing the rival tow nships of 
Ndaleni and Nkabinde *> 

stronghold of Mogcsla early 
Sunday. 

No casualties were reported. 

Bloody feuding between 
UDM and ANC’ factions 
resulted in more than luu 
killings in terror attacks in the 
Richmond townships last 
\ ear. leading to fears of mas- 
sive desiablLsation in the tin- 


derbox province during the 
campaign for the elections, 
due mid-year. 

ANC provincial leader 
Bheki Cole said survivors had 
told him the gunmen had 
-Houied "you killed our leader 
and brother” before they 
opened lire — an apparent 
reference to Nkabimie's assas- 
siruiion. 

Cele said the ANC was 
angered by the police 
response to Saturday's mas- 
sacre. saying police were 
called just alter the shootings, 
but arrived rwo hours later. ~ 

"1: is of no use to tell the 
people in remain calm when 
they know that police will not 
do anything to protect them 
from another attack.” he said. 

Nkabinde. the local leader 
of the UDM and its national 
general secretary, was gunned 
down on Saturday morning. 

The region's most feared 
politician. Nkabinde was 
acquitted last year of 16 
charges of murder — for lack 
of evidence — though ANC 
leaders considered him a war- 
lord and behind much of the 
violence in the province. 


where politically motivated 
killings are rife. 

His organisational! skills and 
intimidatory tactics w ere cred- 
ited with giving the fledgling 
UDM a fouthoid in KwaZulu- 
Natal. previously the scene of 
a bloody low -lev el civil war 
between the ANC and iIk- 
Inkatha Freedom Party. 

Nanonally. a recent opinion 
poll gave the l 1 DM only three 
per cent of voters' support, 
trailing behind four other par- 
ties. 

Richmond Mayor Andrew 
Ragavaloo said Sunday the 
small town was in shock at the 
tailings. "We did expect sonic 
retaliation after Nkabinde \ 
killing but not as h.id a* vvhat 
we have seen here.” '■aid 
Ragavaloo during a visit to the 
Ndabazitha homestead. 

"The community is devas- 
tated. We have had peace lor 
five months and suddenly this 
killing. We hope this doesn't 
lead to another spiral of vio- 
lence.” he told ihe South 
African Press Association 


LAGOS (AFP) — Splits 
have appeared in Nigeria's 
second largest party, while 
conservatives in the north 
have threatened a disrup- 
tive entry into the country’s 
presidential race, just over 
a month before elections. 

The centre-right All 
Peoples Party (AFP), 
which came second in state 
elections held earlier this 
month, is split over plans 
for an electoral pact the 
presidential elections slated 
for Feb. 27, a top party offi- 
cial admitted Sunday. 

■ The leaders of the APP 
agreed earlier this month to 
team up for the presidential 
elections, presenting a joint 
candidate with the region- 
alist Alliance for 
Democracy (AD). 

But last week the AD 
made clear that, though 
smaller than the centre - 
right party, it expected to 
be allowed to produce the 
alliance’s candidate for 
president. 

And Friday, Five leading 
members of the APP, all 
hopefuls for the APP ticket 
to lead Africa's most popu- 
lous country', issued a state- 


ment insisting that the 
alliance's candidate must 
come from the APP. 

“The APP is now saying 
that as a senior partner in 
the alliance, there is no way 
the APP as a party can 
accept that the AD should 
produce the presidential 
candidate,” said newspaper 
publisher Emmanuel 
Iwanyanwu, a spokesman 
for the five. 

"The APP will definitely 
not accept that." he added. 

The problem for other 
leaders in the APP is that to 
secure the support of the 
Yoruba-based AD. which 
most analysts believe 
would be vital for the APP 
to stand a chance of win- 
ning in the elections, 
defeating the dominant 
centre-left Peoples 

Democratic Party (PDP). 
they must agree to an AD 
candidate. 

"Some of our presidential 
aspirants do not agree with 
what we are doing," a tup 
APP official admitted 
Sunday, speaking on condi- 
tion of anonymity, 
acknowledging "internal 
problems" within the parry. 


The problems were to he 
discussed Sunday and 
Monday and he expected 
them to be resolved soon, 
he said. 

Meanwhile, a conserva- 
tive northern group meei- 
.ing in Kaduna at the week- 
end threatened a divisive 
entry into the election race 
saying it would back a 
northern candidate in a 
challenge to southern 
demands that the south at 
last produce a president. 

“In about a week’s time, a 
prominent son from the 
north will declare his inter- 
est for the presidency." the 

P roup, the Nonhem Elders 
brum, said in a statement 
a copy of which w'as 
received by AFP Sunday. 

The group said the debate 
among southern politicians 
about who should stand for 
the presidency “is already 
developing into a crisis sit- 
uation.” 

To resolve this, it said it 
would back the northern 
candidate. 

Nigeria’s conservative 
northern elite has dominat- 
ed the country since inde- 
pendence in 1960 and in 


1993, the election of a 
southern tycoon and politi- 
cian, Moshoud Abiula. was 
overturned by the northern- 
led military, cn flaming pas- 
sions in his native south- 
west. 

Since then, a consensus 
has grown that the three 
registered panics must 
accept demands that the 
south produce the next 
president. 

Joseph Way as. a leading 
member of the forum who 
opposed the northern 
body's decision, warned 
Sunday that it risked plung- 
ing Nigeria into "crisis" by 
infuriating the already 
tense south. 

“We should equally not 
forget what brought us u» 
this stage of political cri- 
sis." he~ said, referring t«» 
the annulment of the 1993 
elections. "We should not 
forget i hat we may precipi- 
tate another crisis, similar 
to the June 12 (1993) cri- 
sis." he said. 

The deadline for nomina- 
tions for the Feb. 27 elec- 
tion is Feb. 12. Up lo 53 
million people are expected 
to vote. 


YANGON ( R ) — Myanmar 
has arrested members of the 
main opposition National 
League for Democracy 
(NLD) and an exiled anii- 
governnicni group for 
allegedly inciting student 
riots in November and 
December 1998, the official 
Myanma News Agency 
t M N A ) reported S u ndav. 

The agency did not say 
how many people had been 
arrested, but it published 
photographs of 1 1 persons 
said to be held by the coun- 
try's military rulers. 

It identified the exiled 
group as the People's 


Defence Force (PDFt. 
formed in 1990. and based 
along the Thai border. 

'The authorities con- 
cerned have exposed the 
case of the anti-government 
elements who dropped and 
distributed investigative 
pamphlets in the toilets of 
the Institute of Medicine 2. 
on buses and at bus stops 
and public parks... during 
November and December 
199S," the news agency 
said. 

During November and 
December of last year some 
students at medical colleges 
in Yangon were reported to 


have staged anti-gov em- 
menf protests, alihough the 
protests did not spread and 
were contained by the 
authorities. 

The NLD. led by Nobel 
laureate Aung San Suu Kyi, 
has long been at logger- 
heads with the ruling State 
Peace and Development 
Council over demands for 
democratic reform and 
human rights. 

The agency said an organ- 
iser of the PDF, Khin Soe. 
was detained white earning 
pamphlets on Dec. 22. 
1998. At the same time a 
number of NLD members 


were also picked up alleged- 
ly doing the same thing. 

The PDF had collaborated 
with the armed rebel Karen 
National Union «KNU> 
group based along the bor- 
der with Thailand, the 
agency added. The KNU is 
fighting the military govern- 
ment in its quest for an inde- 
pendent Karen state in 
Myanmar. 

the news agency reported 
that legal action would be 
taken against those held for 
what it called creating pub- 
lic confusion and disturbing 
the peace. 
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A US consulting firm in Amman , Jordan is seeking a Program Administrator / Grants 
Manager to begin as soon as possible for an assignment of approximately two years and 
9 months. The successful candidate will possess u wide range of skills and experience 
including . but not limited to the fallowing : 


Soliciting . competing, awarding, disbursing, administering, and monitoring of 

°rants totaling more than $5 million to at least seven beneficiaries. 

Hieh degree of computer skills, including network systems administration, 
computerized monitoring and evaluation systems, and database development 

Professiona^and personal support to eight long-term expatriate employees and 

npnrlv ^00 nerson months of short-term consultants. .... 

Spliance wi?h US and Jordanian laws and USAID regulations and polices 
governing contracting, procurement, and grante. 

S“^ inventory management for the project and 

for grantees. ent 0 f local subcontracts ); and 

Financia^and technical reporting on quarterly and annual basis. 


Candidates must prossess the following qualifications: 


vpars of work experience directly related to the duties and 

- At least ten J , j ding e j g ht year's experience managing international 

responsibilities listed, mcluding eg con ,j: ators and gran iees: 

development projects with ^ area „ ctworkSi including experience in 

- Solid understanding nfe pt^ uterize d monitoring and evaluation systems, 

network systems administration comp e erience with Microsoft Project, 

database ^eveioptnen t and ^.ntenanc^a, ^ 

Microsof^A«ess^ IS ^™^ience with USAID rules and regulations concerning 
management of P™^^^ n ^P^^® m MSninistration, economics, or a related field; and 


n . rv and cover letter by fax to 560-3599 attn : Program 

Pka^ndCJ ^“^ or , Gr ,„UM,„ a8e r position. 

Dead line for reeeip. of appfeadona Thursday , February 4» , 19» 
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2-day weekend? 


THE CABINET on Saturday took up 
the issue once again of a two-day week- 
end after preparing the groundwork by 
soliciting a set of related proposals and 
counterproposals. The issue has long 
been under consideration, with submis- 
sions for and against It appearing about 
equal. There are obviously strong argu- 
ments in favour of an extended weekend 
and equally persuasive arguments 
against it. There are already several 
institutions which observe the two-day 
weekend, and the results of this practice 
must have been available to the govern- 
ment. Universities and schools follow a 
two-day weekend, while the government 
enjoys a one-and-a-half-day weekend. 

The major considerations in deciding 
whether or not to opt For an extended 
weekend remain the same: Which of two 
days to choose, and what will be the eco- 
nomic and social impact of Jordan tak- 
ing two days off per week. How will the 
country’s high rate of unemployment be 
affected. Jordan’s contacts with the out- 
side world, be they with Arab countries 
or foreign nations, is a factor that has 
bounced back and forth with no resolu- 
tion. Most countries following a two-day 
weekend make available abundant 
recreational and cultural facilities that 
people can avail themselves of so that a 
weekend is what it should be a time for 
rest, relaxation and enjoyment 
That so much time has already been 
invested in studying the issue certainly 
indicates that Jordan's move to two days 
off per week is inevitable. Wouldn’t 
more time devoted to development of 
public recreational and cultural facili- 
ties for adults and children be time bet- 
ter spent? 

ARABIC PRESET COMMENTARIES - 


AI Ra’i's Ahmad Musleh said that yesterday's Arab 
foreign ministers’ meeting became possible only after a 
series of preparatory meetings in Cairo, talks between 
the Arab League secretary general and the Iraqi foreign 
minister and a number of contacts and visits from other 
officials, all of which revealed how important the meet- 
ing was. A unified official Arab stand to answer the 
Arab Nation’s questions about its present and future is 
a must, especially with Israel ignoring the peace 
process and the Iraq crisis, he said. However, the writer 
added, although sixteen Arab countries agreed to the 
conference, the event was delayed because of criticisms 
concentrating on the preparations in order to ensure the 
meeting’s success. 


AI Dustour’s Ahmad Hesban said that more than 1 mil- 
lion cubic metres of freshwater, considered to be of the 
highest quality in the world, is currently being used to 
irrigate 100.000 dunums rented by four companies in 
the south of Jordan. Although the Kingdom is in need 
of drinking water, it is obvious that certain agricultural 
Firms are abusing huge amounts of water to produce a 
few crops: crops which could be imported for a cost 
much lower than the cost of the water used for irriga- 
tion. Hesban claimed. According to the writer, 
although, the licences given to the companies stipulat- 
ed that they only be allowed to produce wheat and fod- 
der as well as breed livestock to produce meat, the com- 
panies are currently producing potatoes, apples and 
other crops. Thus, in order to protea the scarce 
resource of water, the government now has the right to 
cancel the licences and end this abuse of water, as the 
companies are no longer operating in accordance with 
the terms of the licences, said Hesban. 


RECENTLY, DR. ALI Lutfi. an 
economics professor and former 
prime minister of Egypt made the 
observation that the private sector 
in Egypt, because of the prevalent 
family business approach to own- 
ership. was not contributing suffi- 
ciently toward the growth of the 
Egyptian economy. He noted that 
family businesses have been 
diversifying into business activi- 
ties that are totally unrelated to 
their original economic activity. 
For example, manufacturing firms 
owned by families diversified into 
real estate investment through 
bank loans secured sometimes 
through family ownership or fam- 
ily presence at the board of direc- 
tors of the lending institute. His 
complaint was that such activities 
were not increasing the exports of 
the nation and thus did not con- 
tribute sufficiently toward the 
GDP. 

A privatisation expert made a 
similar remark almost two years 
ago about the private sector in 
Jordan. He probably did not mean 
exactly what Dr. Lutfi observed 
but he was actually referring to the 
prevalence of monopolistic prac- 
tices in the economy. Yet, upon 
close examination the Jordanian 
economy suffers from the same 
malady. Empirical research by 
Professor Nasim Barham of 


University of Jordan on the profile 
of the Jordanian entrepreneur 
noted that families in Jordan tend 
to behave as conglomerates and 
wander off into completely unre- 
lated business endeavours. A ven- 
ture capital expert made the 
remark that the “families" also 
own some of the banks that tend to 
lend to their ventures. Therefore, 
the statement of Dr. Lutfi fits 
Jordan as well. 

Families have more incentive 
than single investors to go the con- 
glomerate way. For one thing, the 
family, unlike the single entrepre- 
neur. seeks managerial employ- 
ment opportunities for most of its 
members to ensure the loyalty of 
the agent (operator). Having one 
business means one top job and 
many middle positions that can be 
staffed by professionals. 
Therefore, a famiJy-styJe invest- 
ment tends to be diversified. 
Second, families behave as a risk- 
averse stockbroker in order to sat- 
isfy the whims of their many lead- 
ers. 

Third, most family investments 
arise from agrarian or nomadic 
societies where the clan is tradi- 
tionally the employer, protector, 
and banker, continuing the tradi- 
tion is easy as witnessed in the 
case of many of the Jordanian 
families who moved from being 


powerful clans to business clans 
that deal internally and unite 
against competitors who also 
come with their own form of fam- 
ily investments. In addition, con- 
glomerates may arise because of 
an inherent belief that the econo- 
my is unstable and the best way of 
doing business is to grab whatever 
opportunities come one’s way. 
such as supplying a government 
contract or satisfying a bid or rid- 
ing a real estate investment craze. 

Furthermore, the lack of special- 
isation and actual competition 
from domestic or foreign firms 
make it easy to enter into different 
markets without specialised capi- 
tal. labour, management skills or 
know-how; thus making diversifi- 
cation not only costless but also 
harmless. 

Nevertheless, why is this wan- 
dering so bad? Alternatively, as 
bright young student at AI 
Hashemiah University noted after 
a lecture on competitiveness, 
“Does not investment theory pre- 
scribe portfolio diversification in 
order to reduce risk?" Investment 
theory actually prescribes that one 
does not put all the eggs in one 
basket — that is how the father of 
this theory (the Capital Asset 
Pricing Model) James Tobin 
described it on the eve of being 
told that he received the Nobel 


Economic Review 




Dr. Yusuf Mansur 


Prize for its development. 
However, there are two caveats 
that one should be aware of: the 
portfolio approach while reducing 
the possibility of bankruptcy 
always generates less profits, and 
it applies only to investments in 
stocks, not direct investment. So 
on the outset, going the conglom- 
erate way generates fewer profits. 
Moreover, this approach, when 
applied to the creation of unrelat- 
ed businesses, reduces the possi- 
bility of creating value added as 
huge investments go the horizon- 
tal route creating low value added, 
less competitive products that can 
barely compete in a protected 
environment never mind the glob- 
al village. High tech, know-how 
intensive products made more 


efficiently in Jordan than else- 
where are what brings about a 
competitive advantage to die 
economy. On the oiber hand, 
investment funds that are wasted 
on many small unrelated ventures 
tend to create very little value 
added and do not make for quality 
or high standard products that can 
be exported to wealthy, stable 
non-regioual markets. 

Good antitrust legislation can 
lead to the removal of many of the 
monopolistic practices of the fam- 
ily conglomerates. But this is not 
enough to stop the growth of such 
managerial structures. Other 
changes must take place such as 
opening the domestic market, 
which guarantees that local 
monopoly profits are diminished 
and spurs investors to increase 
value added; prohibition of cross 
subsidies from own-banking ven- 
tures to own-business firms; and 
improving standards and encour- 
aging the adoption of high stan- 
dards to encourage the creation of 
strategic management and plan- 
ning by firms. This recipe will 
lead to the creation of singular 
highly specialised firms that are 
publicly held companies. It need 
not be carried out by the public 
sector; privatisation of the private 
sector is an imminent market real- 
ity that will soon close in. 
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Welcome back 



To the Editor: 
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I AM a Jordanian woman living in Austin, TfexasJL 
can’t describe my feelings when I saw His Majesty’s , 
return, the Royal family wailing for him . I was so happy 
and the feeling was so overwhelming that J wished, I*, 
was there to welcome him in person. Maybe I am ju^an 
ordinary woman, but His Majesty's gestures makes 
every one of us. every Jordanian, and every Arab feel 
special. So on behalf of my family in Jordan and my 
family in the States I want to wish His Majesty all the 7 
best and happy return. 


Manal Saleh 
Austin 
U.S. 




The Arab male mind 


To the Editor: 


This flawed peace between 
the Palestinians and Israel 


By Pascal B. Karmy 


WHEN THE Oslo accord was pub- 
lished to the world after long secret 
negotiations between the 
Palestinians and the Israelis in Oslo 
with the mediation of Norway, I 
wrote an article about it in the 
Jordan Times, September 20, 1993. 
In that article, 1 described the advan- 
tages and disadvantages of the 
accord and stated amoag other 
things the following: “It cannot, 
however, be denied that there are 
some negative elements in the agree- 
ment as far as the Palestinians and 
the Arabs are concerned. Those ele- 
ments concern the question of 
Jerusalem, the settlements and the 
refugees which will be negotiated at 
the beginning of the third year of the 
interim period (.see article V of the 
accord and article IV of the Annexes 
under the title “specific understand- 
ings and agreements”). There are no 
specific indications on wbat basis 
negotiations will be undertaken." 

I also stated: “If no deal is con- 
cluded now with Israel the latter will 
in five or ten years, fill the occupied 
territory with settlements to a degree 
that there will be no territory to 
negotiate about and the Palestinians 
will be choked and become at best 
‘carriers of water and hewers of 
wood* to the Jews or at worst they 
will be forced out of their homes. 
This indeed was the Likud policy 
when it was in power and it had 
reluctantly started negotiations 
under U.S. pressure but with the 
intention of dragging the negotia- 
tions, as frankly admitted by Shamir 
(.after his resignation), so as to over- 
whelm the occupied territories with 
more settlements.” 

Dr. Hanan Ashrawi, one of the 
chief Palestinian negotiators in 
Madrid and Washington prior to the 
Oslo accord of which she almost 
knew nothing, wrote in her book 
titled “This Side of Peace’’ pub- 
lished in 1995, the following 
addressing Mahmoud Abbas (Abu 
Mazen): “It is clear that the ones 
who initialled this agreement have 
not lived under occupation. You 


postponed the settlements issue and 
Jerusalem without even getting 
guarantees that Israel would not 
continue to create facts on the 
ground that would pre-empt and pre- 
judge the final outcome." 

Abu Mazen answered: “All these 
will be negotiated. We got strategic 
political gains, particularly the fact 
that this is an agreement with the 
PLO and not just a Palestinian dele- 
gation and the recognition of the 
Palestinians as a people with politi- 
cal rights." 

Dr. Ashrawi retorted that: “My 
main concern is about substance. I 
think the agreement has many 
potentially explosive areas and 
could be to our disadvantage. At 
least you should have done some- 
thing about Jerusalem, the settle- 
ments and human rights. Strategic 
issues are fine, bur we know the 
Israelis and we know that they will 
exploit their power as occupier to 
the hilt, and by the time you get to 
permanent status, Israel would have 
permanently altered realities on the 
ground” 

Abu Mazen answered: “You can 
negotiate settlements and human 
rights. Talk to them directly in 
Washington and ask for a freeze on 
settlement activities, the release of 
prisoners, the lifting of the 
Jerusalem siege and the return of the 
deportees.” 

Dr. Ashrawi was amazed and 
answered: “After you had signed? 
What power do we have? Do you 
want me to talk to the Israelis as a 
petitioner?” 

What I am driving at from the 
above quotations is to show that one 
of the main defects in the Oslo 
accord and even in the subsequent 
accords including the Wye River 
accord of October 23. 1998, is that 
there exists no mention at all about 
stopping settlements building or 
having them stalled until the final 
status negotiations. There is one 
provision in the Oslo accord of 1993 
to the effect that no party shall take 
any action which pre-empts the final 
status negotiations. But this provi- 
sion did not prevent Israel from 


‘It would be 
wrong and 
misleading to 
try to beautify 
such a flawed 
agreement’ 


I AM a Jordanian-born female currently residing in- 
Sydney, where I have lived for the past 12 years. I 
recently came across numerous articles, particularly in 
TIME magazine discussing “honour killings” in Jordan. 
The articles became of interest to me, as they discussed 
how traditional male thinking of Arabs and Jordanians' 
has not changed. The articles further went on to discuss 
the crimes committed against women that fell under the 
category of honour killings, and how the Jordanian legal 
system often condones the increasing number of these 
horrific crimes. 

I found it particularly interesting as such And) male* 
thinking is no different when living in a Western culture. 
The practice of ‘psychological oppression’ continues 
and acts as a reminder to females, that if we wander 
astray from our traditions, consequences will be deadly 
— literally. 


Lubna Haddad 
Sydney 
Australia 


To the women of Jordan. 


To the Editor: 


I SAW the 20/20 show on TV yesterday on CNN about . 
honour killings of family members, young women 
killed by their brothers and fathers. God bless tbe- 
woraen of Jordan and may they one day be free fronts 
this horrible outdated custom. 


building settlements until this day. 

The argument by Abu Mazen that 
the settlements’ issue (together with 
Jerusalem, the refugees and the 
boundaries) could be negotiated 
does not hold water as Israel, 
despite the Palestinian National 
Authority’s incessant protests, has 
continued to enlarge old settlements 
and construct new ones. It has thus 
built a settlement in Ras AI Amoud, 
the heart of the Arab part of 
Jerusalem, and is on the verge of 
building settlements in Abu Ghneim 
in the east part of Jerusalem, let 
alone others spread across the West 
Bank after confiscation of 
Palestinian lands. 

It is indeed amazing, as Dr, 
Ashrawi writes, that the settlements’ 
issue was not seriously tackled by 
Arafat in all the negotiations with 
the Israelis. I agree with Dr. Ashrawi 
when she says in her above-quoted 
book: “It would be wrong aod mis- 
leading to try to beautify such a 
flawed agreement and to embellish 
it in such a way as to create exag- 
gerated expectations. Ir certainly 
was not the answer to our prayers 
nor an airtight or comprehensive 
agreement capable of easy imple- 
mentation." Time has shown that Dr. 
Ashrawi was deadly right. 


Hernraat 

Canada 


Action is needed now! 


To the Editor: 


The writer was an advocate in Palestine 
in 1944 and, for many years, legal offi- 
cer at UNRWA headquarters in Beirut 
and Vienna. 


FIRST OF all, my congratulations to Rana Husseini on b&r 
courage and steadfastness in brin gin g crimes aga&Sfc 
Jordanian women to light ** \uAfc 

It was with a combination of shock, sorrow aiwi dlsgQsL 
that we watched in horror one news report after anotfiS'- ! 
about the so-called “Honour Killings" in Jordan. The no# 
day a work people, knowing that I lived in Jordan^bf* 
seven years, bombarded me with questions regarding Jhft: 
horrific subject Frankly, I am speechless! First of dL® 
new heard of it while we lived there ( *82-’ 89). Was IPT 
out of touch that l missed it or was it done ‘'behind ’cBSjtiP 
doors " back then? Secondly, I don’t know what I find 
repulsive: the way male relatives murder their ownsisstsT 
m cold blood or the government’s indifference to the pro&V 
lem! I almost fell out -of my c hair when I heard. 
women, who fear their male relatives, VICTIMS are’®* 
in jail by die Jordanian government for safety." Ex qpjr 
^IThat is the most pathetic and absurd thing I havecpf 7 
heard. I d like to know why the international humm rijojlg- 
orgamsanons are turning a deaf ear on these despslL 
women. • -Jgg 

Talking and writing about this atrocity is a good startS 
I believe that action to start treating and judging the ii§i| 
who commit these crimes as the first degree 
ZT 35 as to PROTECT the victi^H 

to be protected, is needed AS SC^^g 



the 


aBf * 

«" i"WtJ 

Vr.:ff i?* 7 

'••• . .4- .*;.*• w 


Marina Sanchez-1 


< :rt '• -- 


u> 


* tr 


0 ". - • . ... ..... 
\\ \ 

* ... . r - s .jj-, 


■•'••• -Vi jnd - 
■' c.'rrrro 

v:: 


■ ’ 1 - : H oan.Li 

• • tKiT - :-u. “T 

l\n« . 

usm 

• pnrs-j • • - • - ; 

•-*. aionc 


brcciaJ 




I v > ' • ~ c : tons: 

l * 

,, a ra rid;, 

.earn: a • 


lf aq | 1 
detent 


1n “td fmm pa 


Or, s . 

!N'i h the t 


^ Krv.'-rfV* m 

■Jffi, ; T. tha: Ira 


' "' J u -“ : } ra 
f.v , rested i 


’-viir.lv r 

%-h ‘ o ' “ e 

entorccd 





Features 


. Wd 


Sifv 


rni <r^7 t '- 

ir . d 

^■irkeif, ■■ * 

•raf e . r, ■ l| 'b C f. 

- J -une .i lc , ■ 
cruets L ^ 

,n 'c-l.„, V- 
’ m 0u ^-w?- 

n -^Th-- 

'lundanh 

m '- Tbh ^ 

<* a* 

-■uhsed tImt ^ 

. '-"‘flpuiits |i- 
ned " u t bvibc" 

•iUs^iionufOiejp 
1 Eminem m^/ 
1 s, - , un clo,c ln ‘ L 



■<c Au-iin. Tcii, 
«■ i -J-* Hi* 

•••'' him. i Mi ■o'nr 
:!nnr.«: iU I 
Nij)heijaijir. 
■ * aei-iuMME 
unu i'i r ; \rjfct 
:. i/- m J-'nlm ini: 
■ ••"Hi* Maie'-tvJ, 


Manila 


ale 


. ..ri.'L^v !lL , illlllS' , 
tiliinj' y- 1 ®- 
; • i-.i; ..■liBJ* s | 
' ,. A r..h. jfi J-TOi-l 
• . , cn: oBi'k 

ih-Sid**’ 

fcftoa**!; 

. ;v . % ;iV nufttff'l- 

Uf 1 

. , ;.rn rs-r»* 

*’“■ i! *t C 

- ::„**■-•*** 


l.ir 


, n of 




Jordan Times, Monday, January 25, 1999 



Tell el-’Umayri excavations 
the Madaba Plains 


(Note: This is the last of three arti- 
cles on the excavations at Tell el- 
’Umayri and associated surveys and 
smaller excavations within the con- 
text of the Madaba Plains Project, 
Today’s article looks at the Classical 
period and later sites, and the results 
of regional surveys and excavations; 
the second article concentrated on 
the important Iron Age towns at the 
site, while the first article focused on 
the earliest Bronze Age towns.} 

THE SITE of Tell el-’Umayri actual- 
ly comprises three different tells. 
located within about 250 metres of 
one another. The main excavated site 
is the western tell, the largest of the 
three (some seven hectares; and the 
one closest to the ancient local water 
source. It is located immediately west 
of the airport highway, eleven kilo- 
metres south of the Seventh Circle in 
Amman- It is slightly higher than the 
other two tells, its summit being some 
bQ metres above the wadi bed, and 
900 metres above sea level. 

Across the highway from the main 
tell is a smaller site known as el- 
’Umayri East, with trees and wall 
lines clearly visible on it as one drives 
by it on the airport highway. This is 
tbe site of the Classical period settle- 
ment, with Hellenistic, Roman and 
Byzantine remains, but it has never 
been excavated. A survey in 1994 
identified 43 different ancient fea- 
tures on ‘Umayri East, including J ] 
cisterns, -2 caves, ten quarries, mosa- 
ic floor remains, a Byzantine cross 
carved on a stone, and coins dating 
from the Umayyad and Ottoman peri- 
ods. A 94-metre-long north-south 
wall and a 62-metre-long east-west 
wall on the hill seem to be recent con- 
structions. 

The third tell is ’Umayri North, 
located east of the highway, north of 
the Classical site, and north-east of 
the main site. It is the latest of the 
three in terms of settlement, having 
been used primarily in the Islamic 
period, according to pottery and coin 
evidence collected from the surface. 
It has never been excavated. 

Regional Survey 

The hinterland survey of an area of 
five kilometres radius around TH1 eJ- 
'Umayri identified 133 new sites, 
indicating the archaeological wealth 
of this area that is now being heavily 
and rapidly built up. Among the 
ancient sites were roads, houses, 
towns and villages, wine presses, cis- 
terns, caves, lime kilns, waichtowers 
and forts — spanning the entire 
known history of humankind, from 
the Stone Age to the Islamic era. The 
survey was directed by Dr. Sten 
LaBianca of Andrews University, 
assisted initially by the late Robert G. 
Boling, and subsequently by Randall 
W. Younker and Gary L. Christopher- 
son. The hinterland surveying sought 
to undertake a controlled comparison 
oF food system cycles in the ’Umayri 
region with those already document- 
ed around Hisban, LaBianca said in a 
recent interview. “This w'as a new 
type of survey using random sam- 
pling methods, along with traditional 
approaches. Special attention was 
focused on evidence of change over 
time in food production practices and 
related settlement patterns.” he 
explained. 

The survey consisted of several 
teams, including an environmental 
survey team; a random survey team: a 
site survey team: a seasonal site sur- 


surveys anchor 
Project — part III 


' ey learn: a tomb survey team; an eth- 
noarehacology team; and a water 
resources survey team, which were 
not all fielded durinc the same sea- 
son. 

The picture that emerges from the 
survey evidence is of a region of 
numerous farming estates that con- 
centrated on growing grains and 
fruits (particularly grapes for wine 
production). Among the ancient farm- 
ing technologies that have been docu- 
mented arc dams and embankments 
along the bottoms of wadis in order to 
minimise erosion and maximise the 
retention of groundwater for dryland 
cultivation — a practice that contem- 
porary farmers are starting to employ 
again. Among the significant results 
of the regional survey, according to 
LaBianca, was that "pottery from the 
Roman and Byzantine periods, and to 
a lesser extent from the Iron Age II, 
was found on the surface of the 
ground throughout the entire project 
area, even in fields and hillsides." 

This reflects the findings of other 
surveys in adjacent areas that show' 
these to have been the ancient periods 
of most i ntc nsive human activ ity. 
The survey identified four general 
categories of buildings that were 
found throughout the survey area dur- 
ing the periods of heaviest human 
use: agricultural field shelters or 
'towers’, small farmsteads, larger 
agricultural complexes or ’estates' 
(such as Rujm Salim, described 
below), and forts (such as ed-Dreijat;. 

The common agricultural field 
shelters or ‘towers' are 3-5-metre- 
square or rectangular solitary facili- 
ties located well away from the main 
farmsteads, and always associated 
with agricultural terraces and/or field 
walls. They probably provided tem- 
porary' sheher for fanners or workers 
during critical seasons, when the 
crops had to be carefully watched or 
protected. 

The larger field 'towers* (3x3 to 6x7 
metres) were usually associated with 
facilities for cultivating, storing, 
preparing or processing foodstuffs, 
including wine presses, millstones, 
field walls, and caves. They usually 
were located on spurs of hills over- 
looking good agricultural fields and 
vineyards, and probably were used 
primarily as waichtowers and farm- 
steads. 

Such a facility' is perhaps described 
in Lhe biblical passage of Isaiah 5: 1-7; 
“My beloved had a vineyard on a 
very' fruitful hill. As he dug it and 
cleared it of stones, and planted it 
with choice vines, he built a watch- 
tower in the midst of it. and hewed 
out a wine vat in it..." Most of these 
agricultural facilities described in the 
Isaiah passage were found throughout 
the survey area, including stone piles 
from fieid clearing, wine presses, 
enclosure walls, and towers, said Dr. 
Larry Herr of Canadian University 
College. 

Ed-Dreijat Excavation 

One of the outlying sites that the 
MPP team excavated was a hilltop 
settlement called Ed-Dreijat, located 
nearly two kilometres to the south- 
west of 'Umayri itself. Its hilltop 
location with fine views in all direc- 
tions suggested that it was an Iron 
Age military fortress or rower: the 
excavations confirmed its early life as 
a fort in the Iron II period, bur also 
revealed a more complex history 
spanning several periods. Excava- 
tions revealed that the main rectangu- 



Map of the study area 

lar structure had walls measuring 
some 2.5-metres thick, built of mas- 
sive chert boulders measuring over 
two meters long in some etises. The 
oldest use was during the Iron 11 peri- 
od. when it seems to have protected 
the surrounding farming region. The 
site was cleared to bedrock and 
rebuilt in the Late Persian/He lien istic 
era as a complex that included 


domestic quarters and agricultural 
processing facilities. Some of the 
architectural changes included new 
basements carved into the bedrock, 
and caves tunnelled beneath the 
fortress for storage of water and food. 

The structure was again remodelled 
during its use in the Late Hellenistic 
and Roman periods, and pot- shards 
from the Byzantine period may 
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An Iron Age/Persian era winepress from one of the many 
sites in the survey area (photo by Rami G. Khouri) 


reflect the site’s use for agricultural 
purposes. Light pottery remains sug- 
gest perhaps only seasonal use in the 
Ayyubid-Mamluke era, according to 
Dr. Randall Younker of Andrews 
University, who directed these exca- 
vations. 

Rujm Salim 

Another of the sites discovered dur- 
ing the regional survey and subse- 
quently excavated was a large fanu- 
Mcad or estate called Rujm Salim, 
oxer tvxo kilometres north-east of Tell 
el-’Umayri. it comprised a tower-like 
central building nearly nine meters 
square and made of meg ah [hie 
stones, along with terraces, enclosure 
xxalls, cisterns, wine presses, caves, 
‘out’ buildings near the main struc- 
ture, ’roads’ among rhe agricultural 
fields, and other" structures. An 
ancient proper road passes nearby. 

This facility seems to have been 
buili around the 6:h-5th century BC, 
when it probably served as some sort 
of managerial complex to oversee the 
vineyards and wine production in the 
region. Another similar site was exca- 
vated some two kilometres south of 
Tell el-'Umayri. Among the objects 
found at Ruint Salim that indicated 
that it and other similar sites were 
more than just large farmsteads were 
many fragments of jewellery and fig- 
urines, a scaraboid seal, and two 
stamp seals. One of the interesting 
finds from Rujm Salim was a deliber- 
ately defaced bronze coin from the 
3rd century BC, during the structure’s 
second period of use in the Hellenis- 
tic era. Rujm Miriam is a fourth sur- 
vey site that was excavated to reveal a 
food production and processing facil- 
ity overlooking the upper reaches of 
the Wadi Bunayai. This farmstead 
comprised a central house surrounded 
by a courtyard, walls, and terraces. It 
was built, used and abandoned during 
the Hellenistic period (332-63 BC;". 
and may have served primarily as a 
collection point for agricultural pro- 
duce. 

Work on tombs 


The regional survey identified numer- 
ous tomb remains in the vicinity of 
Tell el-’Umayri. with 42 survey sites 
showing the remains of cemeteries or 
isolated burials. Of these, 30 sites had 
Roman- Byzantine remains. Several 
cemeteries or individual tombs have 
been excavated or cleared, revealing 
well preserved burials from the Early 
Bronze Age IV period (c. 2300-2000 
BC). including shaft tombs and cis- 
tem-shaped installations. 

The excavations of one cemetery 
two kilometres from the tell showed 
that the people were buried with 
funerary' objects such as four-spouted 
lamps, jugs, bronze daggers, and 
spindle whorls — perhaps standard 
requirements for a safe journey 
through the next life in the late 3rd 
millennium BC. Cisiem-like struc- 
tures adjacent to the shaft tombs had 
EBIV and Middle Bronze II A materi- 
als. Project members have hypothe- 
sised that a settlement was located 
nearby, or — because the cisterns 
were located amidst the tombs — that 
the cemetery itself was a seasonal 
campsite and settlement for pastoral - 
ists who returned here regularly to 
bury their dead. The survey of the 
’cemetery’ area, measuring 500 x 400 
metres, revealed twice as many cis- 
tern-shaped features as tombs, sug- 
gesting that it would be inaccurate to 



designate this primarily a* a ceme- 
tery. according to Douglas R. Clark 
of Walla Walla College, and an MPP 
co-director. 

These are among the richest funer- 
ary remains from this period excavat- 
ed any w here in the >outhern Levant, 
according to Gary Chrisiopherxon 
and Bug us lav Da brow si, who have 
made a separate analysis of the tomb 
remains. 

Along with the dolmen that was 
excavated on the south slope of the 
tell, the project also identified on the 
south-eastern slope a hewn cave or 
tomb w ith a stepped entrance, dating 
from the Middle Bronze 1 1C period 
tlb50-l55U BCi. This tomb would 
have been used by the people who 
first built the massive fortifications at 
the hilltop town. It housed 15 articu- 
lated skeletons, including one placed 
in a niche and four children. Typical 
funerary objects were planers, cari- 
nated bowls, jugs, juglets. and lamps. 

The environmental survey focused 
on documenting the land use strate- 
gies of Roman and Byzantine era 
inhabitants of Wadi Bisharu. about 
two kilometres west of the tell. 
Among the features studied were 
earth embankments set perpendicular 
to the wadi bottom, terraces that rose 
from the wadi, and diversion dams 
and embankments on smaller tribu- 
taries — some of which were being 
revived by farmers today. "When this 
ancient system was at its peak.” LaBi- 
anca said, “the wadi and the sur- 
rounding slopes could have produced 
ten times as much vegetables and 
fruits as are being grown today." 

The eihnoarohaeological survey 
studies contemporary human 
lifestyles and beliefs in order to illu- 
minate the past. It has sought to doc- 
ument the reasons why households 
and villages made the decision to 
become sedentary or nomadic. Inter- 
views with three groups of local resi- 
dents t’Ajamieh natives. Christians 
who came here a cenruty ago. and 
recently arrived Palestinians) have 
identified some of the reasons for this 
changing lifestyle. These include 
shifting from tent homes in summer 
to warmer caves or houses in winter; 
simultaneously cultivating crops and 
herding animals on tribal lands sepa- 
rately dedicated for each purpose; the 
existence of a range of families, with- 
in a tribe, on the continuum from 
sedentary to fully nomadic: and. flex- 
ible tribal norms that allow members 
to be included or excluded, as cir- 
cumstances demand. 

The work at Tell el-’Umayri and 
associated sites in the Madaba Plains 
Project (MPP) is continuing, with 
excavations taking place every other 
summer. The MPP is sponsored by 
Andrews University (Michigan. 
USA), in consortium with Canadian 
University College. LaSierra Univer- 
sity. and Walla Walla College. The 
Tell el-’Umayri Project is direcred by 
Larry G. Herr, Douglas R. Clark, and 
Warren C. Trenchard, with LaSierra 
University President and former MPP 
director Lawrence Geruty acting as 
senior consultant. 



Iraq boosting southern 
defences, governor says 




(Continued from page 1) 

On Saturday, the official 
. news agency in Bagh- 

.jv dad reported that Iraq had 
i.n: - ‘ officially protested to the 
Security Council 
re garding the no-fly zones, 
*.t w fech are enforced over 
‘ r. - ,l *> pthem and southern Iraq 
f | British and U.S. war- 

Allied aircraft were 
'‘■^. ''sponsible for a total of 
*?» 4 2S aggressive air viola- 
■ V Doas between August 1998 
1 the end of 1998, includ- 

-* ,1*286 in northern Iraq," 

v- ' 1 .sS'V, 1 * f?!* Foreign Minister 

. , ; I,*! t -MohammaH At Qshhaf 


The no-fly zones, imposed 
after the 1991 Gulf war to 
protect Iraq’s Kurdish and 
Shiite Muslim populations, 
extend north of the 36iii Par- 
allel and up to the 33rd Par- 
allel in the south, reaching 
the outskirts of Baghdad. 

Bashdad has never recog- 
nised*’ the zones , which do 
not have the backing of a 
specific U.N. resolution, and 
has pledged to defy them. 

On Saturday, the Pentagon 
reported that U.S. forces 
that day attacked an Iraqi 
missile site. 

Residents in Basra said 
sirens regularly go off in the 
to warn citizens that 
are over the no-fly 


city' 
planes 


\ \C-' rMohpnmad Said A1 Sahhaf 
J r :; Sa *d in a letter to the Securi- 
'I'-v* y Council, the agency 

-^sported. ‘i*’-'*- 

• The British and U.S. over- movement of notary * - 

• -O'gfis constitute "unjusti- ware on one of the mo roam 

^ violations of Iraqi sov- highways 




zone. , .. , 

There seemed to be lime 


to the south on 


the second route nearer the 
Iranian bonier also seemed 
quiet. 

"Regarding Kuwait, they 
are our neighbours. If wc 
wanted to take Kuwait, we 
could take Kuwait in one- 
night and a day despite the 
presence of Americans now, 
or others.” he said, but 
added Iraq had no units 
close to the border and was 
not a threat. 

’’We did not threaten any- 
one, and we will not threat- 
en anyone,” the governor 
said, accusing the Kuwaiti 
government of stirring up 
fears of an Iraqi threat. 

Iraqi officials have lam- 
basted Kuwait for allowing 
U.S, and British warplanes 
to use its bases during raids 
launched on Iraq in Decem- 
ber and to for patrolling the 
no-fly zone. 


^ violations or Iraqi sov- . . 

.-O'; ; , v^ignty,” Sahhaf said. Sunday. The previous y. 
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INVESTMENT COMPANY 

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES BASED 
Head - Information Services Department 

Our client is an investment company based in the United Arab Emirates. Its principal activities are those of investment and merchant banking. 

In order to meet the long-term and short-term strategies of the Information Services Department, our client now seeks to appoint an enthusiastic 
and dedicated individual to head their Information Services Department. 

The Position 

The successful candidate's main responsibility will be to formulate and execute the long-term and short-term strategies for me information 
Services Department. Other duties and responsibilities will include: 

C Liaising with other Heads of Departments for the development of systems and procedures relating to the front office, back offioe. accounting 
and MIS. 

t Planning and developing policies and procedures for carrying out computeroperations. , 

c implementing and providing end-user support, application developments, computer operations. LAN. security administration ana 
maintaining the Data Base Systems. 

C Contingency planning and disaster recovery procedures. -w, m pntc: 

C Consulting with external software/hardware vendors to solve problems impending computer operations and evaluating new it devetopme i 

to determine their usefulness and compatibility with the Company's existing software/hWdware. 

c Evaluating current and future business requirements in order to assess the adequacy of existing resources and future requirements 
c Training and developing UAE Nationals in information Services. 

c Acting as Secretary and Co-ordinator for the Company’s Information Systems Steering Group. 

The ideal candidate for this position should be aged between 30 - 40 years and have a minimum of 3 to 5 years expenence wrJ^rvg ^ asimifar 
environment lor a Financial Institution. The candidate should hold a Computer Science Degree from a reputable Umversty ana ra e mo g 
knowledge of Orade applications. Excellent communicational. interpersonal and team building skills are considered to be essentia q ib . 

Qualified Candidates should forward their Curriculum Vitae together with a recent photograph and expected LSSf 

before the 8 February 1999 to Ernst & Young Executive Recruitment Division, P.O. Box 1 36, Abu Dhabt, n 

Fax No. ♦ 9712 722968. Please quote reference number# 214. Only those candidates which are short-listed wifl be contacted. 


SI Ernst & Young 
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Analysts: Collapse 
of the Japanese yen 
just a question of time 


TOKYO (AFP) — 
Japan, whether it wants 
to or not. must soon 
admit that the only way 
to stem deflation is to 
print a huge amount of 
money and cause an 
inevitable collapse in 
the yen, economists say. 

How far could the 
Japanese currency fall? 
"250 yen to the dollar/' 
said Takeshi Fujimaki, 
head of the Tokyo 
branch of Morgan Guar- 
anty Trust Co. 

Fujimaki admits this 
level, which would be 
the lowest for more than 
15 years, is an extreme 
prediction. 

On the markets, fore- 
casts are more moder- 
ate. These say that the 
yen. now trading around 
113 to the dollar, will 
likely stay strong until 
the end of March, the 
close of the Japanese 
fiscal year, before slid- 
ing down towards 140 to 
the dollar. 

Nevertheless most 
economists -admit the 
scenario Fujimaki 
describes is plausible. 
At the heart of this 
bleak prediction is the 
dramatic collapse in 


Japan's public finances, 
confirmed by an internal 
finance ministry report. 

According to the 
report Tokyo will have 
to issue 30 trillion yen 
(S230 billion) in gov- 
ernment bonds every 
year until 2003. the 
Asahi Shimbun said 
Thursday. 

"The balance of sup- 
ply and demand is com- 
pletely out of line.” said 
Fujimaki. No buyer 
would be able to absorb 
that much paper. 

Certainly not private 
investors. "Everybody 
fears holding JGBs 
(Japan government 
bonds). More money 
will go abroad.” he said. 

Nor will the finance 
ministry's Trust Fund 
Bureau, which has 
already been force-fed 
government bonds and 
is under pressure to take 
more to keep Japanese 
companies afloat. 

And finally, and most 
importantly/nor will the 
Bank of Japan — a 
lender of last resort 
which has already had 
enough. 

“The increase in assets 
has been such and qual- 


APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

r 1st floor: Apartment consists of 2 bedrooms with facilities. 
' 2nd floor Roof apartment Consists of 1 bedroom with facilities. 

* Semi-basement: Furnished apartment Consists of 2 
bedrooms with facilities. 

* Semi-basement: Unfurnished apartment Consists of 2 
bedrooms with facilities. 

Location: Near Shmeisani Hospital. Torfah Ben Al Abed 
Str. - No. 6. 

Please call: 5661455, 5666743 


06e&t&Cafk 


lurina Hotel 

Tel.5863944 Fas.5863051 


www.turino-hoteI.com/lnvest 


Correction p 


There was an error in the 
Professional Opportunities 
Information Systems Division/Administration Section 
Jordan Petroleum Refinery Company Ltd. 
Advertisement published yesterday, 
Sunday 24/1/1999. 

The phrase Uncial' systems was misspelled. 

It should have read financial' systems. 


ity is deteriorating so 
substantially that it can- 
not buy more JGBs.” 
said Fujimaki. 

The logical result of 
this breakdown of sup- 
ply and demand is a 
surge in interest rates. 

For Fujimaki it is “not 
impossible” to have a 
five per cent return on 
10-year government 
bonds soon, which 
would be eight times 
higher than the historic 
low of 0.67 per cent 
touched on Sept. IS last 
year. 

“A weak country's 
currency has to be weak. 
The easiest way to get 
out of deflation is a 
weak yen,” he said. 

The problem has 
arisen because the col- 
lapse in public finances 
will force the Bank of 
Japan to follow rhe 
advice of leading inter- 
national economists, 
like Paul Krugman of 
MIT or David Roche of 
Independent Strategy, 
who forecasts the dollar 
at 160 yen. 

These economists 
have argued that the 
country must be cleaned 
up with a flood of yen. 
ING Barings, for exam- 
ple, says the monetary 
base needs to grow at up 
to 30 per cent a year to 
restore an economic 
equilibrium. 

“My argument is that 
if the government does- 
n’t let the yen weaken 
substantially the Japan- 
ese economy can stag- 
nate for another 10 
years,” said Fujimaki. 

“With a weak yen 
Japan can survive. We 
need inflation to let the 
yen devalue,” he added. 

The return of inflation 
would finally let the 
property and stock mar- 
kets hit bottom and 
rebound. The financial 
system, with its growing 
bad loans, would be 
able to raise its head 
above water. 

As for the external 
effect of such a collapse 
in the Japanese curren- 
cy. Fujimaki dismisses 
any negative impact. 

“What is important is 
not the exchange rate 
but to help the Japanese 
economy, otherwise we 
cannot support others. If 
the Japanese economy 
stagnates for another 10 
years, Asia will col- 
lapse." he concluded. 


Iranian 
currency 
hits new 
low 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Uranian 
rival sharply fell against 
major foreign currencies on 
die illegal open market Sun- 
day amid a deepening eco- 
nomic recession. 

The rival dropped from 
7.200 to the dollar on Satur- 
day to 7.500 mid-Sunday, 
although it recovered to 7,400 
later in the day. 

Money exchangers dealing 
on the black market in the 
streets appeared nervous and 
reluctant to trade in large 
sums because of the fluctua- 
tions. 

Iran banned the open 
exchange market four years 
ago in an effort to prevent the 
collapse of the riyal against 
major foreign currencies. 

The government maintains 
three official exchange rates 
of 1.750. 3.000 and 5,700 
riyals to the dollar respective- 
ly for state transactions, 
licensed exporters and some 
travellers authorised to 
receive hard currency. 

But the riyal has hovered 
around 7,000 to the dollar on 
the free market since last 
November with a gradual 
loss in value in the past 
weeks. 

Its fall has been linked to 
foe economic crisis prompted 
by plummeting oil prices on 
foe international market. 

Iran, which earns the bulk 
of its hard currency fiora oil 
exports, faces a 56 billion 
budget deficit this fiscal yean 
which ends on March 20. 

Meanwhile, officials said 
Sunday that income from 
Iran's non-oil exports has 
dropped by seven per cent in 
the past nine months despite 
efforts to revive alternative 
sectors to make up for falling 
revenues from oil sales. 

Iran’s Exports Promotion 
Centre (IEPC) said around 
SZ2 billion worth of non-oil 
goods had been exported 
between March and'Etecem- 
ber 1998 against $24 billion 
for foe same period the year 
before. 

Despite the seven per cent 
fall in value, the volume of 
goods exported in foe past 
nine months rose by 34 per 
cent, it said, adding that the 
discrepancy could be 
explained by the “dramatic 
foU” in prices of Iranian 
goods on international mar- 
kets. 

Despite the overall decline 
in foe value of non-oil exports 
in foe past nine months, such 
exports registered a steady 
growth towards the end of the 
period. IEPC said. 


Iraq puts price tag of $140 billion 
on lost earnings from oil exports 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — 
Iraq has lost almost 
S140 billion because of 
the U.N. embargo in 
force since August 
1990. Commerce Minis- 
ter Mohammad Mehdi 
Saleh said Sunday. 

Saleh, after a meeting 


the actual deal, purport- 
edly in the context of 
U.N. sanctions regula- 
tions which allow Iraq 
to sell limited quantities 
of oil to finance the pur- 
chase of food and medi- 


with a Spanish delega- 
~ ‘ that 


cine. 

The oil would have 


been bought at the same 
price for which Iraq 
sells petroleum to Jor- 
dan: 50 per cent below 
the market rate. Shahal 
said. 

The former minister 
informed Israeli author- 
ities about the offer but 


the Iraqi businessman 
was not allowed 'into 
Israel to pursue the 
agreement 
He speculated that 
U.S. opposition may 
have been behind the 
government’s Mure to 
consider the offer. 



jhe stock 
)f iiquit 


Ci 
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tion, told journalists 
the estimate was based 
on lost earnings from oil 
exports. 

Iraq, however, has 
been authorised to sell a 
fixed value of crude to 
finance imports of food 
and medicine, under a 
U.N. “ori-for-food” 
accord launched in 
December 1996. 

But Saleh said the 
accord was “not being 
implemented as agreed* 
with the United Nations. 

Iraq has so far 
received only 20 per 
cent of its food deals 
and two per cent of 
medical contracts from 
the fourth six-monthly 
phase of the accord that 
ended in late November, 
he said. 

The minister accused 
the United States of 
using the U.N. Sanc- 
tions Committee to 
“veto” Iraqi contracts 
with foreign suppliers. 

Baghdad will step up 
its economic coopera- 
tion with countries 


which adopted “a posi- 
tive attitude toward it," 


Saleh said, hoping that 
ties with Madrid would 
“return to their level of 
before the embargo."’ 
The 139-member 

Spanish delegation, 
comprising 35 political 
and trade union groups, 
was on a visit to Bagh- 
dad as part of a com- 
paign to lift the sanc- 
tions in force since Iraq 
invaded Kuwait more 
than eight years ago. 


eight yes 

Meanwhile, a former 


Israeli energy -minister 
was quoted as saying in 
Sunday's Haaretz news- 
paper that Israel 
spumed an offer from 
Iraq to sell it oil at 50 
per cent off market 
prices. 

Moshe Shahal, who 
served as energy minis- 
ter under Israel's previ- 
ous Labour government 
and is now a corporate 
lawyer, said he was 
approached several 
weeks ago by a Palestin- 
ian intermediary over 
the oil offer. 

Shahal said that the 
next day an Iraqi busi- 
nessman active m Jor- 
dan contacted him with 
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100*857 

-31005 

COLD 

28G30 

28580 

LONDON 

FT-8E10O 

602230 

8105 CO 

-83.30 

SILVER 

510 

5.13 

NEW YORK 

DJ INDUS. 

912067 

9264.06 

-14341 

PLATINUM 

34880 

3S&90 

NEW YORK 

NYSE COMPOSITE 

3 4175 

56784 

-409 




NEW YORK 

AMEX COMPOSTS 

704 69 

70489 

-030 




NEW YORK 

S-PS0O 

1225.19 

1235 16 

-997 




TOKYO 

NRCKB-Z23 

14154.40 

1424542 

-0102 




PARK 

CACAO 

401933 

415403 
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THE Daily Crossword 


Edited by Wayne Robert Williams 


ACROSS 
1 Chills 
5 Gridlock 
10 Sci. classes 

14 ’M'A'S'H’ star 

15 Worth 

16 Lamb's pen 
name 

17 Group of 
chatterers? 

20 Lofty poem 

21 mater 

22 Baked desserts 

23 Against 

24 Shakespeare's 
forte 

26 kick (football 

gamble) 

29 Oar hower 

30 Rock's partner? 

31 Lofty nest 

32 School grp. 

35 Group of boot 

camp 

braggarts? 

39 Upper 
atmosphere 

40 Ralph of ’The 
Waltons’ 

41 Swindle 

42 Like pine 
forests 

43 Speaks 
monotonously 

45 Half a football 
team 

43 Windfall 

49 ’Dream with 

me. . .* 

50 Stick or happy 
starter? 

1 SI America: abbr. 
54 Pre-inoculation 
group? 

58 Mass of tissue 

59 Wrinkled fruit 

60 Needle case 

61 Christmas tree 
topper 

62 of (wo 
Jims' 

63 Lofting shots 
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Peanuts 



By Carol Lachance 
Massey, Ont. 


DOWN 

Othello's 

nemesis 

Endothed 

Advantage 

Droop 

Willowy 


6 One Judd 

7 -Romeo 

(Italian car) 

8 Obvious toupee 

9 Bowery Boy 
Gorcey 

10 Author of "GH 
Bias’ 

11 Similar. 

12 Two-footed 
animal 

13 jaunty 

18 Ground 

19 Climbed 

23 Is not well 

24 Severe pang 

25 Irritate 

26 Globes 

27 Alcove 

28 Kill 

29 Peevish 

31 Inflames 

32 Exploited 
laborer 

33 Horse's pace 

34 Questions 

36 Sudden pain 

37 Paddles 

36 Persian Gulf 
nation 
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acne 


POP 


SOUR 


ORAL 


TARS 
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42 Swordsman 

43 English 
composer Eric 

44 Arizona tribe 

45 Daybreaks 

46 The Waste 
Land" author 

47 ’Mute" star 

48 DuB and insipid 


50 Twirled 

51 Do-others 
separator 

52 Tom ticket 

53 Buyer-beware 
phrase 

55 Saturn's wife 

56 _ Angelico 

57 Moray 


Mutt’n’Jeff 



THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasberg^O 



‘Potatoes, vegetable oil, salt, nicotine^ 
No wonder l can’t stop eating themF : 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD 
by Hand Arnold and 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to 
form four onfinaiy words. 


ENCEF 




Ml 


AB FOgM* Raanvod. 


VEGIN 



U 

□ 

L 

■ 

Vi 




MM 

■ 

•i 



H**M 

A1 

Answer: a r 

K..A A A i* 


Yesterday’s 



(Answers®#? 

Jumbles; IRATE PRIZE TURBAN : 
Answer: What the global strategist focused 
his leisure time — THE BIG “ 
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Beat 


A review of news from the Arabic Press 

The stock exchange is still suffering from shortage 
of liquidity despite improvement of indicators 


**■ DESPITE SOME improvement in 
the indicators of the stock market, 
known as the Amman Financial Market 
(AFM). the bourse still suffers from 
low liquidity, the AFM's deputy direc- 
tor-general said in a working paper he 
presented to a conference held recent- 
ly at the Yarmouk University in Irbid. 
He pointed out that the turnover ratio 
have declined to around 10 per cent 
after peaking at 86.2 per cent in 1992 
and standing at about 50 per cent in 
1989. noting that the depth of the mar- 
ter and its liquidity are considered 
among the important factors thar influ- 
ence decisions for investment in the 
market. 

Jalil Tareef, the senior AFM official, 
wrote that the supply of shares, espe- 
cially the “free float" shares has an 
important effect on the market devel- 
opment through providing more depth 
and liquidity in the market and 
enabling it to carry out the role of 
attracting foreign investments which 
flow mostly to countries outside this 
region. “Despite the existence of Arab 
financial markets having a market 
value of around JD150 billion, these 
markets were not able to attract ade- 
quate foreign investments," he said. 

Tareef added that within this frame- 
work, it is imperative to expand the 
sale of shares owned by the govern- 
ment to increase the supply of shares, 
especially the free float shares. 
Moreover, he said, it is imperative to 
expedite the privatisation programmes 
and to remove the restrictions and bar- 
riers or ceilings facing investment. 

In his working paper, the deputy 
director general said the AFM has 


depended on shares as a main trading 
tool since it was established whereas 
stocks received less attention whether 
in terms of trading volume ur their 
interest to investors. However. Tareef 
indicated that since the new companies 
law was issued in 1997, the stock mar- 
ket witnessed encouraging results as 
the volume of government bonds and 
other debentures issued until October 
amounted to JD53.5 million. “It is 
expected that this activity would 
encourage another number of compa- 
nies to resort to such tools to finance 
their future projects," Tareef said. 

Noting that the stock exchange has 
continued to implement the agreement 
signed with the Paris Bourse and ihe 
French depository centre for mod- 
ernising the trading mechanism and 
setting up a depository and transfer 
centre. Tareef ex peeled trading to be 
conducted electronically by the end of 
this year. He explained that the shares 
of companies will he gradually traded 
electronically and that this change will 
have a major positive effect on the 
efficiency and security of trading and, 
consequently will enhance confidence 
in the securities market. 

Within the process of mechanising 
the operations of the AFM and the 
depository and transfer centre, a spe- 
cial building w’as rented to serve as a 
temporary site for the Amman Bourse 
until the permanent site is completed. 

Currently. Tareef said, the practical 
steps are being taken to equip the tem- 
porary building w’ith ail the technical 
equipment and networks including a 
movable screen and offices for bro- 
kers. 
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ARIES: (March 21 to April 19l There's a good chance 
that you’ve got a cold. It’s unusual for an Aries to get 
sick, so you may not recognise it You may just be feel- 
ing Jazy and bearing yourself up about it. Stop that! You 
[ hereby have pemussion.ro stay in bed and watch -TV. 
’TAURUS M April 20 to May 20 j There’s good informa- 
tion coming in today. Your mind is like a sponge, soak- 
ing up everything you can find. Don’t waste your mem- 
ory banks on trivia. Remember the old computer jargon 
about garbage in, garbage out? Well, stay away from the 
garbage dump today. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 J There's money coming 
into your account today. You want to spend it on travel. 
If you're not careful, you might spend it on travel before 
you actually get the money. That is not usually a good 
idea, but today it could work. Have a great time while 
you’re at it. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21 > People are noticing 
what you’ve been doing, and they're favourably 
impressed. Don’t get a swelled head, though. What’s 
more important is the money you're able to put in the 
bank. Do that first, before you go to the mall. Don’t for- 
get to stash some into a savings account you can’t get aL 
LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) There might be some seri- 
ous shopping to do. Get a Cancer or Taurus friend to 
help with a big purchasing decision. You might wind up 
buying something that’s damaged or used, but that s 
OK. Once you polish it up, nobody will know’ you paid 
half price for it. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22 ) You could find 
yourself on a tour or a cruise or a volunteer committee. 
Think of whatever you like to do. then do it. It looks like 
there’s service involved, which is not at all unusual for 
you. So get out and take care of others and you’ll make 
a lot of great friends in the process. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Your assignment 
today is to provide what’s required. Pay attention to 
what an older person needs and see if there s some way 
you can help. Good deeds you do now will be repaid to 
you later. That’s not always the case, but this time is 
looks like a pretty even trade. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Travel and 
romance are the theme. In fact, you could be halfway 
across the country by now. Or you could travel via 
video, which would work just as well. And less chance 
of losing your luggage! Either way. you must have a 
romantic, exciting interlude. That’s top priority no mat- 
ter where you are. ^ 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December -I ) 
Figure out how much money you've got and make up a 
list of all the stuff you need to buy, including educa- 
tional expenses. Money from savings ? v .£|\ , 
used to buy new tools or equipment. That s OK.. I nat s 
what you’ve been saving it for. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January -0) 
Sometimes you get so busy there s no time for ection. 
Well, there will be time today, if you make it ■ h ^* n ; 
This doesn’t have to be romantic love. It [_ cou . 

love of a parent for a child, or the love of a kid for hr. 
dog. Whatever your object of affection, you need to let 

AQUAFOUS^lJanuary 21 to February 19.) I jJ ve ^ LI ^ 
ways to save money. For example if you h^e fruit 
trees, there’s no reason you should ever ha v y 
fruit. There’s work involved, but you can pu P 
you need for later. If dial’s to a good analogy fo y 
dunk of a better one... and get busy! , ... . to 
PISCES; (February' 20 to March 20) ^ f n a 

get bold and outspoken this evening. P ^ w :^ 
romantic setting. So make a date with s 
whom you’d like to make a lifelong com ™™ ' 
you’re already in a lifelong commitment with that pe 

son, so much the better. 

BLrthstone of January: Garnet — Rose Quartz 


Iran to borrow 
$1 billion for 
agriculture 
investment 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran's 
parliament has authorised the 
government to borrow $! bil- 
lion from abroad to invest in 
the agriculture sector during 
the 12 months beginning 
March, newspapers have 
reported. 

The assembly has already 
given the government the 
green light to seek foreign 
investment of up to $6 billion 
in the energy sector during the 
next Iranian vear which starts 
March 21. 

It also authorised borrowing 
of up to $3.5 billion for fund- 
ing petrochemical and 
telecommunication project as 
well as for dam construction. 

According to forecasts 
made by parliament, the 
country will earn about $12 
billion from exports of oil- 
related products next year, 
which is $5 billion less than 
the revenues anticipated for 
the current year. 

The Iranian economy has 
been badly hit by the plum- 
meting price of oil on world 
. markets as the country 
depends on oil sales for about 
80 per cent of its hard curren- 
cy earnings. 


Jordanian businessmen prepare 
to visit Palestinian areas next month 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Jordan Trade Association 
(JTA) is currently preparing 
for u visit, expected in the 
first week of March, by 
Jurdanian exporters, indus- 
trialists and investors to the 
Palestine self-rule areas. 

Noting that the visit aims 
at further bolstering bilater- 
al economic cooperation, 
JTA’s Vice President Kama] 
Qaqish said the Jordanian 
delegation that plans to visit 
the Palestinian territories 
will represent a great num- 
ber of Jordanian firms deal- 
ing with various industries. 

He said the visit is bound 
to hmi>t ties between the 


private sectors in Jordan and 
Palestine, and to increase 
the volume of trade 
exchange between the two 
sides. 

Qaqish indicated that the 
delegation will hold con- 
tacts with Palestinian offi- 
cials and government insti- 
tutions including the cham- 
bers of commerce and 
industry and the Palestine 
Businessmen Association 
and the ministry of industry 
and trade among others. 

He said the JTA has starr- 
ed making arrangements for 
meetings between the pri- 
vate business communities 
Jiiriire the March \ i-.it out- 


ing that the delegation win 
be visiting the cities of 
Jenin. Nablus, Hebron. 
Toulkarm. Ramallah. Gaza 
and Bethlehem as well as 
Jerusalem. 

Qaqish said the JTA hopes 
to intensify efforts to 
increase the volume of 
Jordaniun-Pulestiniun trade 
and to overcome obstacles 
standing in the way pointing 
out that Jordan’s expons to 
Palestine since Lhe start of 
I99S and until the end of last 
September were worth 
JDH.b million while 
Jordanian impons from 
Palestine in the vamc period 
were worth JD11.5 million 


compared to 1997 when 
Jordan's exports to 
Palestine reached JD12 mil- 
lion and import > JD 33 mil- 
lion. 

JTA Dircctoi General 
Halim Abu Rahmch saiJ the 
visit coincides with some 
positive developments like 
Lhe recent agreement on 
exempting products export- 
ed to Palestine from cus- 
toms July. extending the 
hours of July on the king 
Hussein Bridge for two 
more hours and opening the 
bridge for six hours on huli- 
da>s anJ Fridays to help 
facilitate trade. 

Abu Rahmch re l erred to 


the minutes of deliberations 
at a meeting of the Higher 
Joint Jordanian-Palestinian 
committee hist September 
saying thjt the two sides 
look very important deci- 
sions relevant to economic 
cooperation and boosting 
trade and facilities for 
financing trade and for \ isit 
exchanges between busi- 
nessmen on both sides. 

Abu Rahmch announced 
that the JTA will organise a 
special seminar on trade 
between Jordan anJ 
Palestine in the coming few 

weeks ti> be attended by 
officials ironi both sides. 


A.F.M TRADE Sunday.24- 01-99 
ACCESS 4646868 
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Governing board of 
Amman Bourse will 
be elected in March 


By Tartq Ayyoub 

AMMAN — The governing 
board which will supervise 
the activities of the .Amman 
Buursc will be elected next 
month by the general assem- 
bly of the Amman Financial 
Market (AFM). a spokesman 
tit the bourse said Sunday. 

Abdul Rahman Touqan. 
chairman of the bourse's 
establishment board, said the 
seven-member board, will 
replace the current manage- 
ment of the stock market 

Touqan indicated that three 
seats will be allocated to the 
brokers in the market and four 
seats divided equally between 
the Jordan Securities 
Commission and commercial 
banks listed on the stock mar- 
ket. 

“Our main objective is to 
help activate investment in 
the bourse as well as super- 
vise the trading activity." 
Touqan told ihe Jordan 
Times. 

The 1998 Securities Law 
stipulates the establishment ot 
a Securities Commission, an 
.Amman Bourse and a 
Depository and Transfer 
Centre, which will all cooper- 
ate in running the upcoming 
bourse, scheduled to tv 
launched on March 11. 

The suie-run Amman 
Financial Market (AFM) now 
oversees the bourse with .1 
regulatory role. It will be 
replaced by a new private sec- 
tor bourse. 

Touqan said the bowse 
management w ill be an ''inde- 
pendent entity” that will find 
the proper tools to activate the 
circulation of stocks in the 
bourse. 

It will also prepare for 
replacing the current manual 
method of trading by a com- 
puterised system along with 
other regulations to operate 
the bourse, he added. 


Naim Naqeeb. a broker at 
the stick market, said trading 
w ill be enhanced upon trans- 
ferring the management of 
the bourse to the private sec- 
tor which will be given five 
seats on board of directors. 

"The private sector is capa- 
ble of running the stick mar- 
ket more efficiently and that 
will be in the benefit of the 
bourse a* a w hole." Naqeeb 
said. 

Shjres of at least 160 linns 
are registered and traded on 
the stvck market. 

Earlier this month. Jordan 
Securities Commission 


Ch:iinn.in Bassant Sukct indi- 
cated that foreign buy ing has 
raised non -Jordanian sh.ire 
ownership to -14.3 per cent of 
the JD4.J billion capitalised 
market, against 38.3 per cent 
in 1997. - 

Foreign investors bought 
JD205 million worth of 
sticks in 19Vi> comp;tred to 
JDIOO million in the prev ious 
year, Saket said. 

He said net tumov er 
amounted to JD4b4 million 
and lliat the .AFM's price 
index stood at 170 points at 
the end of 1998. a modest 
0.05 points up from 1997. 


Large Apartment For Rent 


A first floor of only two-floor nice building 
147, Zahran street, near the 5 ( h Circle - the best secured 
residential area - The apartment is completely forrnished. 
nicely decorated & fully equipped. 

If interested please call : 5932509 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 

SAUDI ARABIA 


A leading Saudiiirm in the field o! telecommunication . 
security Services and Low Currenf Systems is seeking 

Sales Engineers 

with the following minimum qualifications: 

y University Degree (related major) 

V 3 years of relevant experience in the following: 
CCTV, Security Systems, Access Control. Alarms, 
Audio Visual. MATV and Nurse call system 
J age range 27 to 40 years 
J Fluent in both English & Arabic 
■/ Computer knowledge is an asset 
■imerenea candidates must send tneir resumes taetore 30/ liW lo 


The Marketing Manager 

Fax No.58581 1 1 R. 309 


Jordan Marketpla ce 
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DAJANI JEWELLERS 


WE DEFINE 


At Amra Hotel 
Shops - Amman 



Many villas and 
apartments for 

rent and sale 

Furnished & Unfurnished 

For more information call: 
Abdoun Real Estate 

5920605/5920609/1 W9S30007 

Web Site is 
www.abdoun.com.jo 


Studio Haig 

Professional quality In 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get 

* JUMBO photo aim 
30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 
20x30 cm. 


Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
Sweifleh Tel: 822891 


‘tyuet rteUOuH* 



Quality Serviced Suit era 

*Ons & Two Bedrooms *Fulty 
Equipped Kitchenettes * Daily & 

Long Stay * Reasonable Rates 


5th Circle 

Tel: 5692672 ■ Fax: 5674551 

e-mail : crystal® ga.cwn.jo 


s 


}j FOR 
(RENT 

30 DpIiiya VillAA 




Deluxe Villas 
and Apartments 


SANABEL 


Real Estate 

SWEIFIYEH 

A. Hajarat Complex 

Tot 5864230 -5865167 
Mobile: 079/537588 
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SECTION 1 

5684311 - 5699634 EXT. 42 

& 

Fax: 5693337 


./ 



Bayerischer Hof 

German Restaurant 
LUNCH: 12:30p.m. - 3:0U p.m. 
dinner: b:30p.m. - 1 1 -30 p.m- 
r German coffee and cakes served .ill day 

Sweifleh - AJ Hnmra Srrccr Td: 581 f ^3 0 ! ^ U)SU 
PC Box 6‘v55, Amman-1 1118 Jordan 


TO ADVERTISE IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 

5684311 - 5699634 EXT. 42 

& 

Fax: 5693337 


mro/ttrum 

Hotel 


l 

5684311 -5699634 EXT. 42 

St 

Fax: 5693337 


At 6th Circle 
Tel: 551 0001 


Recreation Center 

The ultimate Pools 
and Spa in Amman. 
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Jordan Hines, Monday, Jantiaiy 25,1999 



Philippoussis picks Enqvist-Agassi final 


MELBOURNE (AFP) — 
Sweden's Thomas Enqvist 
underlined his claim to the 
Australian Open title with 
a compelling five-set win 
over Mark Philippoussis 
here Sunday. 

The unseeded Enqvist, 
who knocked out U.S. 
Open champion Fat Rafter 
in the third round, tri- 
umphed 6-2. 6-4, 6-7 
(3/7), 4-6, 6-2 over the 
14th seeded Philippoussis. 

Philippousis later said 
only fifth seeded Andre 
Agassi could prevent 
Enqvist from winning the 
title. 

“1 can't see anyone hurt- 
ing Thomas except for 
Andre." said Australia's 
last hope for tournament 

Enqvist and Agassi look 
now as if they could meet 
in next Sunday's final. 

Only four men’s seeds — 
Agassi (5), Karol Kucera 
(7). Yevgeny Kafelnikov 
(10) and Todd Martin (15) 
— qualified for the quar-. 
ter-finals after an opening 
week which saw defending 
champion Petr Korda 
dumped out in the third 
round. 

Korda returns to the 
Czech Republic a chas- 
tened man with his career 
in doubt after being 
dragged through the 
grinder over a steroid test 
he failed at last year's 
Wimbledon. 

Ironically, tbe man to 
send him home was Todd 
Martin, the American pres- 
ident of the ATP Players’ 
Council who had con- 
vinced his fellow profes- 
sionals on the eve of the 
championships Korda 
should be allowed to play. 

Jim Courier, a former 
world number one and 
double champion here, 
even went so far as to sug- 
gest other players may be 
using the undetectable 
EPO drug cyclists take to 



Mark Philippoussis of Australia screams in frustration during his match against Thomas 
Enqvist of Sweden at the Australian Open Tennis Championships, Melbourne, 
Australia, on Sunday. Philippoussis lost the match 6-2, 6-4, 6-7, (3-7), 4-6, 6-2. (AP photo) 


improve stamina. 

International Tennis 
Federation president Brian 
Tobin was forced to call a 
press conference to deny 
drugs was a major problem 
in tennis. 

But he agreed the Korda 
let-off had been badly han- 


dled. 

Top seed Marcelo Rios 
of Chile and No. 10 Goran 
Ivanisevic of Croatia with- 
drew injured without play- 
ing on the opening day. 
raising concerns the 
Australian Open was too 
early in a long season. 


World No. 1 Pete 
Sampras had already 
decided to opt out for that 
very reason. 

The biggest losers were 
the Spanish, whose 14 
men’s players were all 
sunk by the second round. 
They included French 


Davenport sinks Drake, 
sets course for Venus 


MELBOURNE (AFP) — 
Women’s top seed Lindsay 
Davenport swept into the quar- 
ter-finals with a crushing 6-1, 6- 
3 win in 47 minutes over 
Canadian qualifier Maureen 
Drake in the fourth round of the 
Australian Open here Sunday. 

The U.S. Open champion and 
World No. 1, who has yet to drop 
a set, now plays fifth seed and 
fellow American Venus Williams 
in Tuesday’s quarter-finals. 

“Its tough to tell what form I’m 
in. I'm just playing solid tennis 
and have done what is needed to 
win. But I haven't done anything 
extraordinary," she said. 

"The tactics will be to force 
errors rather than make winners," 
added Davenport, who has a 6-1 
record over williams. 

“She plays fast so I will need to 
hit the ball deep." 

Williams said after beating fel- 
low American Chanda Rubin she 
was ready for a fight. 

“I’m going to have to move for- 
ward and take my opportunities. 
I’ve got to step up and show I’m 
ready to do battle” said the IS- 
year-old, who reached at least 
the quarter-finals of all four 
Grand Slam tournaments last 
year. 

Williams lost to Davenport at 
both the Australian and U.S. 
Open quarter-finals last year, as 
well as in finals at Stanford, 
USA. and Zurich. 

“I suppose she has played the 
big points better but I have 
improved,” she warned. 

“I’ll approach the match like 
any other match. I realise it will 
be the quarter-final of a Grand 
Slam and against the world No. 
1 . but I have some rights of my 
own. I have something to take 
with me." 



Venus Williams of Palm Beach Gardens, FI, shoots back during her match 
against fellow American Chanda Rubin of Lafeyette, La, at the Australian Open 
Tennis Championships in Melbourne, Australia, on Sunday. Williams won the 
match 7-6, 6-4- (AP photo) 


Open champion and No. 4 
seed Carlos Moya and sec- 
ond seed Alex Corretja, 
who had won the ATP 
world championship in 
Germany in November. 

Neither of their execu- 
tioners — Nicolas Kiefer 
of Germany and Christian 
Ruud of Norway — pro- 
gressed into the second 
week. 

The most impressive 
players to emerge from the 
first week were Agassi and 
Kucera. neither of whom 
dropped a set. 

Agassi, who has had to 
climb out of a deep hole to 
get back among the top 10. 
believes he is playing his 
best tennis since losing to 
Sampras in the 1995 US 
Open final. 

The statistics prove he 
was the best player under 
pressure, having saved and 
converted more break 
points than anyone. 
Kucera ranked second 
best. 

In the women’s singles, 
Wimbledon champion Jana 
Novotna of the Czech 
Republic, the third seed 
who was playing here for 
the first time in three 
years, and French Open 
champion Arantxa 

Sanchez Vicario of Spain 
were early casualties but 
generally the seedings 
went to form. 

U.S. Open champion 
Lindsay Davenport set up 
a quarter-final date with 
No. 5 Venus Williams. 

Second seed and defend- 
ing champion Martina 
Hingis should line up 
against No. 7 Mary Pierce, 
while Monica Seles and 
Steffi Graf were likely to 
renew their rivalry in the 
last eight, although both 
felt they had yet to pro- 
duce their best tennis. 

The only surprise was 
unseeded Amelie 

Mauresmo of France. 


Sampras 
sleeping 
easy with 
ranking safe 


MELBOURNE (AFP) — 
Pete Sampras will be 
sleeping easy Sunday, his 
grip on world tennis safe. 

A week into the 
Australian Open, just four 
men's seeds remain in the 
tournament and none of 
them can topple the 
exhausted world No 1 
from his mantle. 

Mid-week the statisti- 
cians announced that four 
— Alex Corretja, 
Moya, Pat Rafter 
and Andre Agassi — were 
in with a chance of being 
crowned king. 

Come Sunday only 
Agassi remained and he 
cannot make it. Even if he 
wins the title there are not 
enough top names left for 
him to compile the 261 
bonus points needed. 

The seeds have been 
falling at such a rate that 
if Todd Martin had lost 
his third round clash with 
Petr Korda late Friday, 
there would have been 
fewer seeds in a Grand 
Slam fourth round than at 
any other rime in the 
Open era. 

Local favourite Pat 
Rafter blew his chance in 
the third round when 
Thomas Enqvist stole the 
thunder. All Rafter had to 
do was make the final and 
the ultimate tennis acco- 
lade, plus the commercial 
opportunities that accom- 
pany it, was his. It was 
much the .same story for 
Moya, while the task for 
Spain’s Corretja was even 
easier. A semi-final berth 
would have almost cer- 



Thomas Enqvist of Sweden screams during his match against Mark Philippoussis of 
Australia at the Australian Open Tennis Championships, Melbourne, Australia, on 
Sunday. Enqvist won the match 6-2, 6-4, 6-7, (3-7), 4-6, 6-2. (AP photo) 


The 19-year-old will 
play Belgium's Dominique 
Van Roost, the 11th seed, 
in her first Grand Slam 
quarter-final. Van Roost, 
yet to play on a show 
court, proved herself the 
best pressure-player going 


into the women’s quarter- 
finals. 

But the biggest talking 
point in the women’s draw 
was Anna Koumikova’s ' 
case of the yips. 

The Russian 12th seed 
has lost her serve. She 


chalked up an Australian 
Open record 3 1 double 
faults against Japan's 
Mibo Saeki, who still 
failed to win. before 
squeezing through to a 
fourth round match with 
Pierce on Monday. 


Australian Open diary 
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tainiy done the job. In 
such a competitive envi- 
ronment today’s tenuis 
professionals live and die 
by the computer points 
that determine their rank- 
ings, but to the average 
punter its all a bit confus- 
ing. 

The number-crunchers 
here explain the system 
works on a one-year 


cycle, with points won the 
previous season deducted 
at the corresponding tour- 
aament the following 
year. 

Players compile points 
for tournaments in seven 
different categories, with 
a Grand Slam win worth 
770 and a junior title just 
30. Bonus points are 
awarded for beating play- 


ers in the top 200. 

For example, beat 
Sampras and its worth 50 
points, overcome the 
world number 100 and 
you only get two. 

Sampras of course 
knows this and will not 
only be sleeping soundly, 
but probably with a smile 
on his face. 
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Bruce Willis .. in 

MERCURY 

RISING 

Shows: 10:30, 8:30. 6:15, 
3:30, 12:30 



CINEMA 


TEL463-4144 
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CINEMA 


TELJ6W238 






Adel Imam, Wafa’Amer & 
Kamal Shinawi .. in 


ALWAD MAHROUS 
TEA' AIi WAZIR 

Shows: 10:30, 8:30, 6:15. 
3:30, 12:30 


A 
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PLAZA 


=\7 


CINEMA 


TEL:5677420 






Comedian 

Mohammad Huneidi .. in 

SAEEDI AT THE 
AMERICAN 
UNIVERSITY 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:30, 
8:30, 10:30 


CONCORDE 








Adel Imam, Wafa’Amer & 
Kamal Shinawi .. in 


ALWAD MAHROUS 
TBA' AL WAZIR 

Shows: 12:30, 2:30, 6:30, 
8:30, 10:30 


CINEMA 


TEL3W793 S CE 


CINEMA 


TEL: 5934793 


GALLERIA 1 

ABDOUN 

www.cns. com . jo/Callerio 
Mel Gibson .. in 


A 


LETHAL WEAPON 4 

Shows: 6:15, 8:30, 10:45 

^ l 


GALLERIA 2 

ABDOUN 

www.cns.com.jo/Galleria 

One of Walt Disney’s 
best movies 

MULAN 

Shows: 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 





Hiaham lanes Theatre 

TEL:4ti25155 


Watch out for 
the new play 


Listings for films and showing times as received by cinemas and their advertising agencies. 









Sports 

|brke and Solskjaer pounce to 
hatter Liverpool 


Jordan Times, Monday, January 25, 1999 
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tNDON (AJFPi — Two 
J ' the last three min- 
Dwjght Yorke and 
Solskjaer gave 
r United a dra- 
x^tc 2-1 victory over bitter 
Liverpool in their 
grtjdge FA Cup fourth round 
* /down at Old Trafford 
dni&y. 

1 Owen had headed 
J in from after only 
'-^Jiree minutes and United 
looked to be on their 
pay out until Yorke tapped 
iftoine a deserved equaliser 
4=^ith two minutes left. 
iSSoJskjaer, who was sent 
£pn for the last seven minutes 
;$y coach Alex Ferguson, 
then sent the 54.000 Old 
Trafford crowd into a frenzy 
when he drilled in the win- 
ner in time added on. 

; Holders Arsenal were due 
. to play Wolverhampton 
Wanderers at Molineux later 
- jh Sunday. 

The big shock, on Saturday 
Tjjjjw second division Fulham 
k out joint Premiership 
Aston Villa 2-0 at 
Park. 

erpool caught United 
>ing in the opening min- 
Norwegian wing-back 
;ard Heggem overlapped 
the right and pinpoint- 
ed his cross onto the head of 
an unmarked Owen who 
guided the ball down past 
United goalkeeper Peter 
Schmeicbel and into the net. 

United were almost level 
after 20 minutes when Roy 
Keane's header from a tight 


angle brushed the post 
before bouncing off 
Liverpool’s Paul Ince on the 
fine and into the grateful 
arms of "keeper David 
James. 

But Liverpool were soak- 
in e up what pressure there 


ing shot from 50 metres 
which dipped narrowly over 
SchmcichtTs bar. 

Right on half-time Jamie 
Rcdknupp showed persis- 
tence down the left and 
Czech international Pa trik 
Berger brought a smart 


at United’s Great Dane as 
the visitors finished the hall 
well on top. 

United came out bristling 
after the inier\ul and Ryan 
Giggs almost pouched an 
equaliser within fixe min- 
utes after David Beckham's 



Manchester United's Ole Gunnar Solskjaer 13rd right) celebrates with teammates, after 
scoring the winning goal for his team during their FA Cup 4th round clash against 
Liverpool at Old Trafford, Manchester, on Sunday (AP photo) 


was without difficulty and 
almost made it 2-0 before 
half-time when Robbie 
Fowler hit a first-time curl- 


near-post save out of 
Sehemichel. Ince. playing 
against his old team, headed 
the resulting comer straight 


teasing cross. 

Fowler also missed a good 
chance for Liverpool at the 
other end soon after but 


Geraid Hou liter's side were 
luvkx on the hour when 
Keane’* I .S- 1 Met re drive 

de Heeled jgmii-iingly past 
James' post. 

Fowler casually lost pos- 
session live minutes later 
and United's Andy Cole saw 
his shot on the turn deflect- 
ed * ix ei the bar by Jamie 
Carraeher. United brought 
on Paul Scholcs to add some 
craft up front and Liverpool 
were again fortunate when 
Gary Seville's cross was 
sliced straight at his uxvn 
goalkeeper by Liverpool 
defender Dominic Matteo. 

Keane was once attain tell 
cursing his luck after so 
minutes when ins 15-metre 
el fort cannoned off James' 
right-hand post while 
Fowlei should have done 
better at the other end in»m 
substitute Jason McAteer’s 
late cross. 

Ferguson threw on super- 
sub Solksjaer as his fast 
resort and United finally 
claimed their equaliser two 
minutes from time. Cole 
headed Beckham's free- 
kick into the path of Yorke, 
who couldn't miss his 1 7ih 
goal of the season. 

Then, with a replay look- 
ing inevitable. Solskjaer 
lashed in a low near post 
effort after Scholcs had con- 
trolled the bull in the urea 
and United, somehow, were 
through. 



IOC investigation drags 
into second day 


SANNE, Switzerland 
) — IOC leaders held a 
mewing Sunday to 
decide whether members 
should be expelled in connec- 
tion with the Salt Lake City 
bribery scandal. 

A six-mao IOC investigative 
pond concluded its report 
Sunday morning into the cash 
payments, scholarships and 
other favours connected with 
Salt Lake City's winning bid 
for flie 2002 Winter Games. 

The panel, which met for 15 
hours Saturday and recon- 
loptes P: vened Sun day- reported 
^ its findings to the IOC execu- 
tive board. 
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board will be put to a special 
meeting of the general 
assembly March 1 7- IS. . 

If members found guilty of 
corruption refuse to resign, 
their case will go to the assem- 
bly. where a two-thirds vote is 
required for expulsion. 

Several of the implicated 
members have said they will 
fight rather than be ousted. 

Jean-Cluude Ganga or the 
Republic of Congo, who has 
been accused of accepting at 
least S7O.U00 of cash induce- 
ments, has defiantly pro- 
claimed his innnoccncc and 
vowed he’ll never resign. 

Sergio Santander, the IOC 
member from Chile who was 
among the six delegates ques- 
tioned Saturday, said he did 
nothing wrong and indicated 
he had no plans to quit. 

■‘I am certain that 1 didn't act 
incorrectly at any moment,'' 
Santander told reporters in 
Lasuanne Sunday. “Whatever 
happens today, 1 will stay in a 
calm and secure position in the 
belief that truth will prevail/' 
Santander was implicated 
after Tom Welch, the former 
Salt Lake bid and organising 
committee chief, said he 
donated $10,000 to 


for 


Santander’s campaign 
mayor of Stmiigu. Chile. 

. Sudanese JOC member. Gen. 
Zein cl-Abdin Ahmed Abdel- 
Gadir expressed confidence he 
would he cleared. He was 
among those who had replied 
to the accusations in writing. 

IOC leaders were also seek- 
ing to control the damage from 
the latest revelations in the 
unfolding crisis that 
Australian officials used finan- 
cial inducements to help 
Sydney win the right to stage 
the 2000 Summer Games. 

Australian IOC executive 
board member Kevan Gosper 
said Saturday he saw nothing 
■'sinister” in the $70,000 
inducements offered by 
Australia's Olympics chief to 
two African IOC members the 
night before Sydney won the 
vote for the 2000 games. 

Sydney beat Beijing 45-13 in 
the secret balloting in 1993. 

Gosper said the IOC would 
discuss the Australian pay- 
ments on Sunday and could 
order a full-scale investigation 
of Sydney's bid. He said he 
would propose that the board 
rcalfirm that the games will go 
ahead in Sydney and Sail 
Lake. 
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“My hope is the athletes of 
5nUl prtfi* f -the 


world understand we re 
' irl j } viiP: ! very serious about making sure 
i.'C end Ihe games continue.” she said 

as she left her hotel for IOC 


- headquarters. 
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“Sydney will host the (2000) 
games, Salt Lake will host the 
i.2QQ2j games. Anyone who 
violates their oath of office 
can't a part of the Olympic 
movement. Tlte end." 

The credibility of the IOC _ 
^ the future of the games 
themselves _ was at stake as 
officials sought to close the 
internal probe into the Salt 

Like City bribery scandal. 

Thirteen members were cited 
fw accepting inducements „ 
reportedly totaling close to 
# *800,000 _ from Salt Lake 
<•*5** boosters. 

Two of die 13 members _ 
Finland's Pirjo Haeggman and 
Libya’s Bashir Mohammed 
AuarabuJsi _ resigned this 
. Samaranch said another 
r seven could face expulsion 
p y wders. 


The IOC said six members 
appeared before the inquiry 
commission in person 
Saturday to defend themselves. 
They were not identified. 

Members who didn’t appear 
be judged on written 
•cplies submitted earlier to the 
IOC. 

The recommendations of the 


EMBASSY OF INDIA 
AMMAN 

On the occasion of the Republic Day of India a 
flag hoisting ceremony will be held on Tuesday, 
January 26, 1999 at 09:00 hours at the 
Embassy premises at I s * Circle, Jabal Amman 
(near Malhas Hospital). All Indian nationals and 
persons of Indian origin with their family mem- 
bers are cordially invited to the function. 



JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES CO., LTD. 
RE-ANNOUNCESTHE INVITATION TO 
TENDERNo. 25F/98 

JPMC RE-ANNOUNCES THE INVITATION TO BID NO. 

DELIVERY TO SITE. ERECTION. TEST- 

wr t®i^ 0^M ,ssi0NIN6 AN S.Sf5S R ' 

MAfiCE TESTING “ON TURNKEY LUMPSUM BASIS" 

(2) ELECTRICAL WALKING DRAGLINES 
( ESHIDIYA PHOSPHATE COMPLEX 
PHASE 2 

TcwncR DOCUMENTS ARE AVAILABLE AT JPMC 

AC 92, M c nn PACH iSETOFTENDER DOCUMENTS. 

1999- SAMEH MADANI 

MANAGING DIRECTOR 


Meissnitzer wins giant 
slalom to extend lead 


CORTINA D’AMPEZ- 
ZO. Italy (AFP) — 
Austrian skier 

Alexandra Meis,?nirzcr 
extended her lead "in the 
World Cup overall 
standings when she won 
the women’s giant 
slalom race here on 
Sunday in a time of 
2min 2h.20see. 

The 25-year-old. 
Olympic silver medallist 
in this event, beat home 
Germany’s Martina Ertl. 
who had a combined 
lime of 2min 26.S3sec 
over the two legs, and 
another Austrian Anita 
Wachier was third in 
2min 27.02scc. 

Meissnitzer, who won 
her sixth race of the sea- 
son. led after the first 
leg and was virtually 
assured of victory, bar- 
ring a mishap, when ris- 
ing French star Rcgine 
Cavagnoud, who was 
second on the first log, 
failed to shine and 
slipped back to fourth 
overall. 

Wachier. 31. continued 
to show impressive form 
after her comeback from 


it horrendous knee 
injury that virtually 
ended her career a year 
ago. surging from fifth 
to third on the final run. 

Italian favourite 

Deborah Cumpagnoni 
had a nightmare day. 
exiting at 'ihe fifth gate 
of the first leg. while 
Swiss slur Corinne Rcy- 
Bellet also found the 
fifth gate a gate loo far. 



Slovenia's Jure Rosir reacts after crossing the finish line to take first place in the men's 
slalom World Cup race in Kitzbuhel, Austria, on Sunday (AP photo) 

Nothing slovenly about 
Kosir as he takes slalom 


KITZBUHEL. Austria .AFP, — 
Slovenian skier Jure Kosir won the 
men’s World Cup slalom race here on 
Sunday posting a time of Imin 
3tv40sec. 

The 26-year-old. the 1994 Olympic 
bronze medallisi in the event.’ beat 
Swiss racer Didier Plaschv by four-hun- 
dredths of a second with Giorgio Rocea 
of Italy third just seven-hundredths of a 
.second in arrears. 

Kosir, who won his third career slalom 
race and second this season after win- 
ning on home turf in Kranjska Goru ear- 
lier' this month, was just 

third after the first run bti! 
mistakes by the first-ice 
leader. Frenchman Pierrick 
Bourgeaf. and series pace 


PASSPORT LOST 


!, Mansoor Ahmed Hakeem, holder of Indian 
passport No. A2608228, issued in Kuwait, hereby 
announce the loss of my passport ten days ago. 

; If found please call Tel.: 5535346. 


The Performing Arts Centre of Noor Al Hussein 
Foundation announces the commencement of the 
Theatre and Ballet courses for children age 5-21. 
Final date for registration is Sunday the 31 st of 
January 1999. 

Ballet courses will commence on Feb. 1 st 1999 at 
the Royal Cultural Centre instead ot the previously 
announced date of Jan. 26 th 1999. 

For further information please call The 
Performing Arts Centre 5690292/3. 


seller. Thomas Siangassinger of AuMria. 
w ho was second on the first leg. left him 
clear. 

Bourgeat. who won the > la lorn in Park 
City earlier in the season. collapseJ 
completely to finish eighth overall 
while Siangassinger. who siill leads the 
standings, was edged into fourth. 

The first lea claimed some notable 
victims with The Austrian duo of dual 
Olympic gold medallist Hermann Maier 
and rising star Benjamin Raich crashed 
out. along with Norway's Olympic title- 
holder Hans-Peter Bur’aas. 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 


SAUDI ARABIA 


A leading Saudi firm in the field of Telecommunication . 
security Services and Low Current Systems is seekina 

Senior 

Telecommunication Engineer 

with the following minimum qualification;: 

• B Sc. tN Electronic & Telecommunication Engineer 
■State Boars) 

• S years (Minimum) experience in design & costing of 
Telecommunication Systems. Radio unks(HF.vhF.uhf 
& Microwave) Paging systems 

♦ Experience in analyzing and evaluating tenders 
of telecommunication systems 

♦ Good knowledge in computer network 

Interested candidates must send 
their resumes before 30/1/1 999 to: 


The Marketing Manager 

Fax No.585811 1 R. 309 


Dear JSFA member and guests, 

Under the patronage of Their Royal Highnesses 
Prince Ra’d Ben Zeid and Princess Majda Ra'd, the 
honorary presidents, and on the occasion of Arbor 
Day, we are glad to inform you that the Tree Planting 

event will take place on Friday January 29 th , 1 999 al 
1 1 :00 at the Scandinavian Forest. 

Please bring with you, if you can, a shovel or a sim- 
ilar tool to help yourself in planting. 

p.S. Above is subject to weather conditions. 


^ Al-fiiffaim 


'Gp: 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Three bedrooms, sitting room, living room, dining 
room, three bathrooms, telephone, lift & intercom. 
Location: Shmeisani. 

Call Tel.: 5666880 after 4:00 p.m. 


Mercedes 280 S / 1879 


Yellow licence plate, in excellent condition (only 
engine must be overhauled! FOR SALE, u» 
buver with previlege to yellow licence plaie. 
Price : JD 2000 

Tel : 4641993 - 4649270 (Goethe - Institut) 


Deluxe Apartment for Rent 


Large ( 3600 sq . ft ) . Excellent 
neighborhood , Telephone 
garage , tow balconies 


079/502145 or 5528099 


Marketing Officer - Public Relations 
DUBAI 


Al I uiiaim Sons. Company iAFSC i is a multinational company with Pan-Gull’ presence. 

For its corporate marketing function. AFSC requires a Marketing Officer - PuhlL 
Relations. The incumbent will he tiuinlv invoked in managing all aspects of 
public relations in the areas ot' marketing and market research. He She will also 
be involved in brand building through direct marketing. 

The ideal candidate will have at least 3 years of experience in public relations and 
market research. The position also demands experience in advertising and promoifiiv 

The candidate should have an analytical mind, proven by an excellent track record 
and good oral and written communication skills in Arabic and English. Knowledge 
of computers as a user is mandatory to the position. Qualification* in marketing 
management will be preferred. 

Interested candidates should apply within 3 days, giving their contact telephone 
number, to: 

Manager - Human Resources 
M-Furraim Sons 

Telephone: 9714 277553 Fax: 9714 239919 
Email: hn'ff aIsc.co.ac 

Onlv KhtwrlisiL-J unJiJaics will be i onvxpi>nJcJ wilh. 
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Arafat may consider 
delaying statehood 
declaration — officials 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — Yasser Arafat would 
consider delaying a statehood 
declaration if die European 
Union (EU) and the United 
States recognise a Palestinian 
state and Israel meets certain 
conditions, Palestinian officials 
said on Sunday. 

They said representatives of 
the 15-cation EU have recent- 
ly met : discreetly with 
Palestinian officials and sug- . 
gested Arafat postpone decla- 
ration of a state from May to an 
unspecified date. 

Arafat has said that he 
reserves the right to proclaim 
an independent state in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip on 
May 4, when a five-year inter- 
im period far negotiating a per- 
manent settlement with Israel 
expires under the Oslo 
accords. 

“Arafat is willing to consider 
delaying a Palestinian state 
until December this year if the 
EU and the U.S. recognise the 
state, and if Israel meets certain 
Palestinian demands,” said a 
Palestinian official, who spoke 


on condition of anonymity. 

“These demands include 
freezing Jewish settlement 
building. on occupied 

Palestinian land and imple- 
menting the Vfye River deal,” 
the official said, referring to the 
laod-for-security accord 
signed in October and wind) 
Israel suspended last month. 

In addition, the official said. 
Arafat wanted an international 
commitment to accept Dec. 31 
as the new' deadline to con- 
clude the interim deals signed 
with IsraeL 

“If we have international 
commitments to accept a new 
date such as Dec. 31, then we 
would delay. If we don’t have a 
deni with Israel by then, we 
then have the right to declare a 
state that should be recognised 
by the world,” another official 
said. 

A senior EU delegation 
plans to hold talks with the 
Pales tinian president next 
week in Europe on a compre- 
hensive proposal in return for 
p utting off a unilateral declara- 
tion, Palestinian officials said 


Arafat will meet US. 
Presidem Bill Clinton in 
Washington in the first week of 
Fehmaiy to discuss the peace 
process, the officials said 

They said Egypt would con- 
tact the EU on the Palestinians' 
behalf to work on securing the 
guarantees Arafat needs to 
accept postponing the declara- 
tion of a state. 

Arafat has come under 
mounting international pres- 
sure to delay declaring a state 
before the Israeli elections on 
May 17. 

But since Israel moved elec- 
tions forward from late 2000. 
he has refused to give a firm 
indication be will proceed with 
such a declaration on May 4. 

Israeli Rime Minister 
Benyantin Netanyahu, who 
opposes Palestinian statehood 
has used the prospect of a uni- 
lateral declaration as a main 
card in his reelection drive. 

Tbe EU does not oppose 
Palestinian setf-detemtination 
but wants foe Palestinians to 
negotiate independence with 
Israel. 



HOLIDAY PREPARATIONS: Malaysian Hindu devotee Sugunadewi Kumaran puts final touches on a doll 
Sunday as part of Thaipuam preparation at Kuala Lumpur’s Batu Caves Temple. The centuries-old festival, 
in honour of Hindu god Murugan, will be celebrated Jan. 31 by Hindus throughout Malaysia with more fer- 
vour here than back in India, where the practice has almost died out. Devotees observe a rigourous regimen- 
tation of spirituality in a month-long run to Thaipuam, including dawn-to-dosk fasts arid a vegetarian diet 
(Reuters photo) 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Two dead, four injured in Algeria attacks 

ALGIERS (AFP) — Tiiro people were killed and four 
injured in Algeria on Friday and Saturday in two attacks 
blamed on armed Islamists, press reports said Sunday. 
Two army conscripts bad their throats slit Friday evening 
by a group of armed Islamists at a fake roadblock set up 
on a main road near the town of Taourirt in the Bouira 
region, 120 kilometres east of Algiers. Local security 
forces intervened and chased off the group, consisting of 
a dozen men. One security force member was wounded 
in a gunfire exchange with the Islamists, newspapers 
reported. On Saturday evening, three people in a car 
were seriously injured when their vehicle hit a bomb 
placed on the roadside near the coastal town of Ain 
Tagourait, west of Algiers. In addition, tbe government- 
run daily A! Moudjahid said two of its newspaper deliv- 
ery staff narrowly escaped death Saturday morning after 
being stopped at a fake roadblock near Souk A1 Had, 
some 60 kilometres from Algiers. 

i*Mll 

‘Sudan plane bombs rebel-held town 9 

NAIROBI (R) — A Sudan air force plane dropped 10 
bombs on the rebel-held town of Yei, in southern Sudan 
on Sunday, the rebel Sudan Peoples Liberation Army 
(SPLA) said in Nairobi. According to the SPLA 
spokesman, the bombs narrowly missed the local hospi- 
tal, but killed two women and a four-year-old child. Last 
week the SPLA repotted a similar bombing attack on 
nearby Kaji Kaji, close to the Uganda border. • 

Thousands remember slain journalist 

ISTANBUL (AFP) — Thousands of Turks turned out 
across the country Sunday to commemorate the sixth 
anniversary of the murder of a prominent journalist and 
to demand that his killers be found and brought to jus- 
tice. Ugur Mumcu, a reporter for the daily Cumhuriyet 
who had been investigating links between the mafia and 
the state, was killed by a bomb placed in his car in 
Ankara on Jan. 24, 1993. The murder is widely believed 
to have been committed by gangs operating with the 
implicit consent of the state and licensed to kill political 
dissenters, but no arrests have yet been made. At cere- 
monies in several cities on Sunday, mourners carried 
candles and pictures of Mumcu, and laid flowers and 
wreaths at memorial stones for the journalist 

Iraqi MPs to resume debate on Kuwait 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq’s parliament will resume a 
debate on Tuesday on whether the country should con- 
tinue to recognise its 1991 Gulf war foe Kuwait and 
demarcation of borders between the two states, a senior 
MP said on Sunday. “The National Assembly will hold 
an extraordinary session to debate a number of issues, 
among them Iraq's recognition of Kuwait and borders 
between the two countries,” said Khalid A1 Douri, head 
of the parliament's Arab and Foreign Relations 
Committee. Douri said Iraq had met its commitments 
toward Kuwait but the emirate had not met its obliga- 
tions toward Baghdad. 


Mordechai firing leaves ‘dangerous vacuum’ — analysts 


TEL AVIV (AFF) — Yitzhak 
Mordechai’s removal as 
defence minister silenced one 
of the last moderates in Israel’s 
government and fuelled fears 
Sunday that Prime Minister 
Benyantin Netanyahu could 
be tempted into costly military 
actions to boost his troubled 
reelection campaign. 

"The firing of Mordechai 
has created a dangerous secu- 
rity vacuum,” warned Zeev 
Sdtiff, the respected military 
analyst for the Haaretz news- 
paper. 

‘Tins security vacuum 
involves all the various arms 
of tbe military establishment, 
not just the defence ministry, 
and endangers various securi- 
ty imerests.” he said. 

Netanyahu fired Mordechai 
late Saturday after tbe popular 
defence minister and former 
general moved to leave the rul- 
ing Likud party and join a new 


centrist group to run for the 
prime ministership in May 
elections. 

The split between the former 
allies was the severest blow 
yet to Netanyahu’s hope for 
reelection following a series of 
defections by other senior 
Likud malcontents. 

Mordechai was considered 
foe most moderate minister in 
a government dominated by 
nationalist hawks and he con- 
stantly pressed Netanyahu, 
albeit unsuccessfully. to 
implement land-for-peace 
agreements with the 
Palestinians. 

Military and political ana- 
lysts noted Sunday that 
Mordechai had during his 
tenure also played a key role in 
preventing heavy-handed mil- 
itary operations sought by cab- 
inet hardliners against the 
Palestinians. Lebanon. Syria 
and even Iraq. 


‘The question remains 
whether the people who stay 
behind after Mordechai leaves 
will be able to maintain the 
checks and balances, ... to pre- 
vent an unnecessary adven- 
ture,” said Amos Harel, anoth- 
er Haaretz military expert 

Such concerns were height- 
ened when Netanyahu offered 
Mordechai's job to Mosbe 
Arens, an unabashed hawk 
who served as defence minis- 
ter in 1983-84 and from 1990 
to 1992. 

In his years as a minister and 
member of parliament Arens, 
73. opposed foe 1979 peace 
treaty with Egypt the end of 
the costly 19S2-85 war in 
Lebanon and the Oslo accords 
with the Pales tinian s. 

He also reportedly argued 
for Israeli strikes against Iraq 
during the 1991 Gitif war. 

More recently Arens, who 
retired from active politics in 


1992, announced a comeback 
to challenge Netanyahu for die 
Likud leadership, in part 
because of foe government’s 
concessions to the 
Palestinians. 

The Likud leadership elec- 
tion is scheduled for Monday 
and Arens is not expected to 
decide whether to accept the 
defence job until after foe vote. 

Mordechai's departure 
comes as potential crises loom 
both with the Palestinians, 
with whom the outgoing min- 
ister maintained good rela- 
tions, and in the Lehanon- 
Syria conflict 

Palestinian leaders have 
threatened to unilaterally 
declare an independent state if 
peace accords frozen by 
Netanyahu remain deadlocked 
on May 4, when interim 
agreements between foe two 
sides expire. 

Netanyahu has vowed to 


respond to such a move by 
annexing parts of foe West 
Bank still under Israel’s con- 
trol an action that could spark 
widespread violence. 

In Lebanon, a recent escala- 
tion in attacks on soldiers 
guarding tbe Israeli-occupied 
buffer zone in tbe south of the 
country prompted several 
ministers to call for harsh 
retaliation against Lebanese 
civilian targets and Syrian 
forces stationed in Lebanon. 

Military and defence min- 
istry officials expressed con- 
cern in recent weeks that 
Netanyahu could be tempted 
to launch such attacks as a 
way of boosting his political 
standing. 

Mordechai led opposition 
from the defence establish- 
ment to such reprisals, arguing 
they could lead to open con- 
flict with Syria. 


Turkey’s PM calls for closer 
consultations with U.S. on Iraq 


ANKARA (AFP) — 
Turkey's Prime Minister 
Bulent Ecevit on Sunday 
criticised U.S. policy on Iraq 
as “vague” and called for 
closer consultations between 
Washington and Ankara. 

“We are foe country most 
affected by foe ongoing cri- 
sis,” Ecevit said in an inter- 
view on the NTV news 
channel. “We are worried 
about foe danger of a war.” 

1 think we need a dia- 
logue with the United States 
to overcome tbe vagueness 
of their policy” Ecevit said. 
“We want to build a deeper 
dialogue with foe United 
States.” 

In an interview with the 
daily Cumhuriyet published 
on Sunday, Ecevit said he 
was working on an alterna- 
tive plan for foe region. 

“We don’t really under- 
stand yet what the U.S. want 
to do ” Ecevit told the paper. 


‘We must have a plan for the 
region.” 

The prime minister said he 
was currently updating an 
earlier policy paper from his 
time in the opposition. 

The plan includes reassur- 
ing Baghdad about its terri- 
torial integrity, lifting the 
embargo if Iraq complies 
with U.N. resolutions, and 
helping to start a dialogue 
between Baghdad and 
Kurdish groups in northern 
Iraq, Ecevit said. 

Etrevit also reiterated his 
reservations about the U.S. 
plan to assist Iraqi opposi- 
tion groups in destabilising 
President Saddam Hussein. 

“Riccjardone will certainly 
not work in Turkey,” he said, 
referring to the current num- 
ber two at Washington's 
embassy in Ankara, Frank 
Ricci ardone. who was 
recently named special rep- 
resentative lor transition in 


Iraq. 

“Turkey cannot be foe 
place for this," Ecevit said. 

The U.S. embassy earlier 
this week said Ricciardone 
would leave Ankara shortly 
and be based in Washington. 

Turkey fears that Iraq may 
break up if Saddam Hussein 
is removed from power, 
leading to a Kurdish state 
being set up in northern Iraq 
and fanning unrest in 
Turkey's mainly Kurdish 
southeast 

Ankara is also worried 
about the rising tensions 
between its southern neigh- 
bour an. J the United States in 
the “no-fiy” zone in northern 
Iraq. U.S. personnel this 
week installed a battery of 
Patriot missiles at foe 
Turkish air base of Incirlik. 

Turkey had asked for tbe 
missiles as protection 
against a possible Iraqi 
attack. 


Palestinian prisoners 
begin hunger strike 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — Palestinian political 
prisoners in a Palestinian jaS 
in the West Bank city of 
Nablus began a hunger strike 
on Sunday to protest against 
their detention without trial an 
international legal group said. 

Law Society, an affiliate of 
the International Commission 
of Jurists based in Geneva, 
said 64 political prisoners in 
Jndd prison in setf-roled 
Nablus were on hunger strike. 

“The political prisoners have 
reiterated that their hunger 
strike was launched after 17 
months of detention without 
trial or charges and after all 
decisions and promises to free 
(hem have been ignored,” foe 
organisation said in a state- 
ment 

“This is the fourth time pris- 
oners in Joeid prison have 
staged a hunger strike. Some 
prisoners were released on 
Jan. 17,” foe legal group said. 


Last month foe Palestinian 
Legislative Council (PLC) 
gave foe Palestinian National 
Authority (FNA) two weeks 
to free around 450 political 
prisoners from its jails or face 
a vote of no confidence. The 
PLC is scheduled to meet this 
week. 

The PNA has come under 
sharp criticism from human 
rights organisations over the 
arrest of members of 
Palestinian opposition groups. 
mainly of them from the 
Islamist movement Hamas. 

“Law Society has repeatedly 
stated that it opposes political 
detention on grounds that it is 
illegal and violates human 
rights and calls on foe PNA to 
immediately free all political 
detainees,” Law Society said. 

Last week, Arafat freed sev- 
eral key Ham as and Islamic 
Jihad figures as a goodwill 
gesture for the Muslim feast, 
’EdAlfitr. 



Hardliners arrested in Iran for 
attacking Americans — 


TEHRAN (AFP) — 
Iranian authorities have 
arrested a number of 
Islamic extremists for 
attacking a group of vis- 
iting Americans in 
November, a newspaper 
reported Sunday. 

“The masterminds 
behind the attack on the 
13 Americans were 
arrested" said a front- 
page headline in Sobh-e- 
Emruz (This Morning), a 
daily run by Saeid 
Hajarian, a former senior 
intelligence ministry 
i official. 

A group of gun-toting 
hardliners attacked a bus 
carrying • the Americans 
in mid-November after 
accusing them of being 
“CIA spies." The extrem- 


ists broke the windows Of 
the bus, slightly injuring 
some of the occupants. 

The Americans left the 
country the following 
day. 

A shadowy group call- 
ing itslef the Fedayeen 
(Devotees) of Islam 
claimed responsibility 
for the assault, issuing 
further warnings to “CIA 
spies visiting Iran in the 
guise of tourists,” as well 
as Iranian authorities 
inviting them. 

Officials and the press 
condemned the attack, 
with moderate President 
Mohammad Khatami 
describing it as “intolera- 
ble.” 

The Americans had 
been invited as part of an 


effort by the government 
of moderate President 
Khatami to foster greater 
contact between the two 
nations which have been 
estranged since the 1979 
Islamic revolution. 

The foreign ' ministry 
said the U.S. nationals 
were visiting as tourists, 
but also to explore busi- 
ness- . opportunities in 
Iran. 

Tehran and Washington 
severed diplomatic ties in 
1980 after students 
seized the U.S. embassy 
here and took its staff 
hostage in protest at the 
United States' “imperial- 
istic” attitude towards 
Iran. 



Papal blessing 
unlikely for saint 
of narcotics 

CULtACAN (R) — Pope 
John Paul may not know or 
approve, but the country 
where he is currently on a 
four-day visit has a “Patron 
Saint of the Drug 
Traffickers” in its panoply 
of unofficial icons. In this 
capital city of Mexico’s 
northern state of Sinaloa, a 
plaster image of a mousta- 
chioed man with a white 
shirt and black scarf stands 
in a rudimentary “chapel.” 
The statue is in honour of 
Jesus Malverde, a Mexi can- 
style Robin Hood who 
robbed foe rich to help the 
poor earlier this century and 
who now attracts a follow- ^ 
mg of misfits — everyone ^ 
from common crooks to 
big-time drug dealers. 


Swindlers dupe 
U.S. woman in 
Pinochet scam 


1 




SANTIAGO (R) — £ 

Swindlers duped an uni den- £ 
tified U.S. woman out of -5 
about $840 by convincing J: 
hear the money would be .1 
donated to ' foe London ;; 
defence fund of Chile’s for- 
mer dictator Augusto 
Pinochet, the state-owned^ 
daily La Nacion said -g 
Friday. Police said Luis f, 
Guzman and Sergio Reyes 
persuaded tbe woman, liv-r; 
mg 470 miles south of i 
Santiago, to hand over^ 
400,000 pesos ($840) in ; r : 
cash to offset the legal costs 
of the retired general. The-] 
money was never deposited ■ . 
in Pinochet’s accounts. 

‘Supermother 5 
to have her 
20th baby " 

LONDON (AFP) — A 40- : 
year-old British “super- * 
mother” is pregnant with • 
her 20th baby, a Sunday-, 
paper reported. Nicola^ 
Pridham. 40. of Lincoln in* 
eastern England, is expect- 
ing her newest arrival on 
May 3, foe News of the 
World tabloid said. Pridham 
has had one child every 
year over two decades but 
still has a long way to go 
before she beats the all-time 
British and world records. 
The world record of 69 was 
set by a Russian peasant in 
1782, and foe current 
British record was set by 
Elizabeth Mott of Kirby, 
central England, who had 
42 children between 1676 
and 1720. Si 

Counterfeiters 
turn to parking 
permits | 

EI PASO (R) — Counterfeit ’ * 
parking permits for 
reserved handicapped 
spaces are flooding into this 
southwest Texas city from 
across foe border in 
Mexico, city officials say. 
The fake parking cards cost • 
only $10 but look very / 
authentic, said Victor 
Flores, El Paso county tax 
assessor. Genuine handi- 
capped parking cards, 
which are hung on the rear-- 
view mirror, only cost $5 in.1* 
El Paso County. But for the g 
many Mexican citizens whr 5 
cross into El Paso every daL 
for work or leisure, the pefP 
mils have become more dit^ 
ficult to acquire since staijL 
law was changed in 1997 ijfa i 
require a signature from ' j 
Texas-licensed pfaysicia^ 
This meant applications 
foe cards could no longiS 
come from doctors jf* 
Mexico, officials said. 

Car thieves 
choose wrong 
parking place 

“PRAGUE (AFP) — 
car thieves, police in 
pursuit, turned their st 
Mercedes into what 
thought was a good hi 
place Sunday in foe ci‘ 
Trutnov' m foe « 

Czech Republic, but 
quickly caught and 
cd. It was the police 
lion's parking Its. 





